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MRS COTTON ([softly]: It sounds a sad piece.

PROFESSOR |quietly]: Yes, it is. A kind of long farewell. An
elderly man remembers his world before the war of 1914, some
of it years and years before perhaps - being a boy at Worcester -
or Germany of the "Nineties - long days on the Malvern Hills -
smiling Edwardian afternoons. .. - all gone, gone, lost for ever -
and so he distils his tenderness and regret, drop by drop, and
seals the sweet melancholy in a Concerto for cello. And he goes,
too, where all the old green sunny days and the twinkling nights
went - gone - gone. But then what happens? Why, a little
miracle. You heard it?

JEAN [softly]: Dinah playing?

PROFESSOR: Why yes. Young Dinah Linden, all youth, all
eagerness, saying hello and not farewell to anything, who
knows and cares nothing about Bavaria in the 'Nineties or the
secure and golden Edwardian afternoons, the moment we stop
shouting at each other, unseals for us the precious distillation,
uncovers the tenderness and regret, which are ours now as well
as his, and our lives and Elgar’s, Burmanley today and the

Malvern Hills in a lost sunlight, are all magically inter-
twined . . .

MRS COTTON [to the others, proudly]: When he likes, the Pro-
fessor’s a lovely talker.

J. B. Priestley: The Linden Tree (1947)
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EDITORIAL

Naseby is in Leicestershire. There, on 14 June 1645, Oliver
Cromwell destroyed the Royalist forces and brought what is
known as the first Civil War to an end. It is commonly held to
have been the great decisive battle of the war, although I think
that the king’s cause was beyond hope after the defeat at
Marston Moor in the previous year. But Naseby saw the an-
nihilation of the last army of any size that the king was able to
put into the field, and so sealed his ruin. I have recently seen it
referred to, absurdly enough, as a great victory for democracy.
In reality it was the very opposite of that, bringing about the
triumph of military power and naked force, a régime so dis-
tasteful to the people of this country that the return of the mon-
archy was made inevitable. Cromwell’s army rule survived the
death of the dictator by less than two years.

At Naseby the battlefield remained very much what it had
been in the seventeenth century, an expanse of flat fields north
of the village, with a monument to mark the site of the battle. It
was then proposed to build a link road, with two carriageways,
connecting the M1 motorway with the Al trunk road. There
were two possible routes. One ran south of the battlefield. the
other, the so-called north route, went right through it.

In 1975 the then Transport Minister declared for the south
route, saying that it was of overriding importance to preserve
the battlefield site. What happened after that is not entirely
clear, but there must have been some enthusiastic lobbying by
certain interests in favour of the north route, while this was
opposed. and rightly opposed, by several conservationist
bodies and local people. The arguments went on for more than
10 years, and it was not until 1987 that the junior Minister for
the present government “finally decided to ruin the battle-
field, and gave his miserable fiar to that effect” - Bernard
Levin. The Times, 16/1/1989. The local protection society then
went to court in an attempt to get the decision reversed: but
lost. They then went to the Court of Appeal, but the judge ruled
that the decision must be with the minister. In the light of this,
it may appear odd that the original pronouncement was not
respected: but evidently when a minister falls from office, any
of his decisions which were not implemented while he was still
in power fall with him. The Ministry of Transport then



announced gleefully that the road workings would begin in
February. Some newspapers took the line that, the minister
being an elected representative of the people, here was another
victory for democracy, and Cromwell would have approved of
the decision. Criticism fairly recoils from remarks of that
degree of crassness.

I have recounted the unfortunate case of Naseby in some
detail, because it speaks eloquently of a particular aspect of
our national life. No doubt the ostensible reason for the des-
truction of Naseby was a matter of relative costs or some per-
suasive arguments advanced by the proponents of the
northern route. But I feel, and always have felt, and too many
incidents of this kind have taken place in this country for me
seriously to doubt it, that there exists in many people, often
those in positions of influence and power, a deep-rooted,
wholly unconscious hostility to the past and a yearning to des-
troy and obliterate our history. The most glaring example of
this in recent times was the Local Government Act of 1974,
which consigned to oblivion place-names which had been part
of our national history since the time of the Anglo-Saxons.
And we in the Parson Woodforde Society had our own Naseby,
when the valiant fight put up by Joan and Bernard Mewes to
save the Ansford churchfields from the fate which overtook
them was lost.

Readers will no doubt be interested to learn that Tom Cus-
tance has agreed to revise the article The Custances and their
Family Circle by L. H. M. Hill, published originally in the Jour-
nal in 1970. Too long for our Journals of the present format, it
will appear later this year as a special supplement, free to
our members.

Finally, those readers who may on occasion have thought that
our Journal was straying too far from its natural centre in Par-
son Woodforde’s life and background, will I hope be pleased to
see an issue which concentrates so closely upon him - his
aunts, horses, coffee houses and the various books in which he
wrote the diary that has made his name lastingly famous.

R. L. WINSTANLEY



CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

I must begin with an apology to those members who have
already ordered a copy of the Society’s most recent publica-
tion, The Oxford and Somerset Diary of James Woodforde. Delay
has arisen because of some difficulty with the typesetting of
notes and commentary but it is anticipated that these will be
overcome shortly so that printing may proceed.

I have recently arranged for the reprinting, on Goatskin
Vellum paper, of the exquisitely drawn map of “Parson Wood-
forde’s Norfolk”, the work of the late Miss Marion Peck. The
map, size 16” X 12", is printed in black and suitable for fram-
ing and hand colouring. Copies may be had from the secretary,
Mrs P. E. Stanley, at £3 plus postage.

The offer of Life Membership of the Society announced in the
last issue of the Journal has been taken up so far by a few mem-
bers. Their names will appear in the next Membership List to
be published in the Summer issue. The offer is a continuing
one and will remain open indefinitely.

Members' response to the suggestion that the Society should
arrange for the republication, in hardback, of Woodforde Papers
& Diaries has so far been insufficient to warrant printing. I am
therefore extending the time for provisional orders for a
further month. Members are reminded that the likely cost for
the hardback volume is likely to be between £10 and £12.
Please notify me if you are interested in reserving a copy.

The appeal for editorial assistance has so far gone un-
answered. Members are reminded that the Journal, so essen-
tial a part of the Society’s life, cannot continue indefinitely
unless provision for succession is made. I do urge you to con-
sider seriously whether or not you may be abie to help. Please
contact either Roy Winstanley or myself for further details.

There will be an informal meeting of local members of the
Society on Saturday 24 June to celebrate James Woodforde’s
birthday on 27 June 1740. Members will meet for lunch at the
Parson Woodforde in Weston Longville and then proceed to
the church for a short service. Members visiting Norfolk at that
time are cordially invited to attend. Please contact the sec-
retary if you would like to join in.

G. H. BUNTING

Chairman



JAMES WOODFORDE AND THE OPEN ROAD

By way of introduction - a potted history of the English roads

In the beginning, a “highway” signified, not so much a track of
a particular kind as “a local and customary right of way”. The
first article of Magna Carta guaranteed the freedom of the
highway, the public road distinct from the private road which
the owner could close off or demand a toll from the traveller as
a condition of his being allowed to use it.

As every student of our social history knows, roads in England
were properly designed and built under the Roman occupa-
tion; but when this came to an end and the legions departed, it
took another thirteen hundred years before similar roads came
into being. The thoroughfares that appeared during the long
interim had a quite different origin. They developed
“naturally”, from tracks which were trodden out, twisted and
turned to avoid perhaps a swamp, the abode of dangerous wild
animals (the last English wolf was not killed until so late as the
reign of King Stephen) or the property of some landowner
known to cherish extreme views about trespass. In later times,
long after the original obstacles were gone and forgotten, these
diversions remained, often to add the great beauty of constan-
tly changing prospects. Of course, they were not allowed to sur-
vive the dynamic age of the motor-car, which ruthlessly
murdered them in the interests of speed. We now have the road
system we deserve.

In the middle ages, the upkeep of highways was considered “as
pious and meritorious work before God, of the same sort as
visiting the sick or caring for the poor”. Such works were regar-
ded as charity shown to travellers. Bishops would grant
indulgences to those willing to undertake them. The craft and
town guilds frequently accepted the task of keeping local roads
and bridges in repair. The lord of a manor was expected
through the agency of his manorial court to look after the roads
which ran through his estate. In towns a toll was often imposed
upon strangers coming in with goods for sale. This was
originally for the repair of the town walls, but later helped to
provide money for the paving of the streets also. Individuals
and corporate bodies supplied gifts to aid in maintaining the
roads. Sometimes these benefactors not only provided money
and tools for the work but also undertook to discharge the
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labour personally. In 1522 the Will of John Cowper of Bury St.
Edmunds directed his executors to gather and carry “six score
loads of small stones”, such as he had already gathered, and
place them on a certain part of the streets of the town where
they were most needed. Some 250 years later the Parson’s
brother Heighes elected to provide road metal for the parish of
Ditcheat as a way of discharging his obligation to pay
Highway Rate. Prudently enough, he had it put down on the
road near his wife’s house.

However, apart from all these persons and various institutions
concerned in one way or another with road maintenance, from
very early times the common law had laid the obligation for
this upon the parishes or hundreds through which the roads
ran. In 1555 this was made statutory, by the passing of an Act
for the mending of the Highways (2 & 3 Philip & Mary, c. 8). It de-
creed that “the Constables and Churchwardens of every parish
shall yearly, upon the Tuesday or Wednesday of Easter Eve,
call together a number of parishioners, who shall then elect
and choose two honest persons to be surveyors and orderers
for one year of the works for amendment of the highways in
their parish.” Four days in each year were to be appointed, in
which the people were to assemble, with the requisite tools and
draught animals, and this was to be announced in church at
the appropriate time. Each householder occupying land in
tillage or pasture, or keeping a plough in the parish, was to
send on each of the four days a cart, with horses, oxen, tools
and “two able men”. Every other householder, and every cot-
tager and labourer, hired servants by the year alone being
excepted, was personally responsible for labour, carried out
either by himself or a substitute. Various fines were to be
imposed on persons failing to fulfil these duties, the receipts to
be applied to the mending of the highways.

This was the origin of what came to be known as “Statute
Labour™* The Act as originally drafted was to remain in force
for 7 years. At the end of that time it was continued for a further

* The only time when the diary shows Woodforde carrying out this statutory
obligation was on 13 October 1778, when he wrote: “My Cart & Man went to the
Highways this Morn™ - As Ben, and the cart, were shown as doing something quite
different on the same afternoon, he could have spent, in place of the six days
specified in the Acts, only a [ew hours on the task. In any case, as a servant
employed by the year, he should have been exempt. - Norfolk Diary 11, 80

6



20 years, with some amendment, among which was an increase
in the number of labour days from 4 to 6. In 1562 came the first
General Highway Act of Elizabeth I (5 Eliz. c. 13). Exactly a cen-
tury later, in the reign of Charles II, another important
measure affecting the highways became law (/4 Car. 11, c. 6). By
this the Surveyor of the Highways, whose powers had been
gradually extended in previous decrees, now had the authority
to levy a special Highway Rate, which up to that time could
only be done by the Justices of the Peace at Quarter Sessions.
The Act also contained regulations about the width of parish
roads (they had to measure 8 yards across), the breadth of
wheels and the weight carried by carts and waggons. Those
with wheels less than 4 inches in breadth were banned, as
being liable to cut the soft road surfaces into deep ruts. They
also could not be drawn by more than 7 horses, or horses and
oxen, nor were they allowed to carry loads of more than 20 cwt.
between 1 October and 1 May, or 30 cwt. for the remaining part
of the year.

The parish road system had a very long life, survived into and
beyond Woodforde’s time, and did not come to an end until
1835, when unpaid Statute Labour was abolished, although by
then it had long been practically superseded by the Highway
Rate already mentioned.

In early times and with little other than local travelling on the
parish roads, and when those roads merely linked places
within the boundaries of the parish, the system may have
worked reasonably well. Where, however, most of the traffic
went along an arterial road which merely ran through the
parish, wear and tear was caused largely by persons who had
no business there and did not contribute to the upkeep of the
road. As travel increased this became more and more of a
problem. It was to remedy such a state of affairs that the toll-
gate or turnpike system came into being.

The first Bill to this effect was introduced into Parliament in
the reign of Charles I, but was defeated and so never became
law. Its successor was the first Turnpike Act, passed in 1663. It
was called An Act for repairing the highways within the Counties of
Hertford, Cambridge and Huntingdon (15 Car. Il c. 1). This Act
decreed that in each of the three counties one gate was to be set
up on the Great North Road and tolls collected from all who went









































































































APPENDIX: “"MOTHER ARMIN" AND OTHERS

In the diary of Woodforde’s undergraduate years may be found
a number of people, presumably old women, who were in
some way or ways connected with the catering trade and given
the appellation of “Mother”. We have already noticed a
“Mother Smith” living in Holywell. At first sight I took their
premises, all of which the diarist said that he visited, for
alehouses. I had an immediate and no doubt quite erroneous
impression from them of some squalid back room, or perhaps
cellar, presided over by a cackling, dishevelled crone, dishing
out pots of “home brewed”, as to the ingredients of which it is
perhaps best not to enquire.

At “Mother Holders”, ale was all our diarist got. But at “Mother
Armins” he played billiards with his friend Reynells, “two
Games by Candle-light”, which cost him sixpence. No drink is
mentioned and possibly this was just a billiard room - M.S.
Diary, 2/1/1762.

At “Bay’s Water”, whatever and wherever that might have been,
he and his friend Cooke “drank 4 Pints of Ale and smoked a
Pipe apiece for wel I paid 0 1.0. Out of it Cooke owes me
0.0.6”. He adds that “he carried to the Old Woman a QT. of a
Pd. of Tobacco, for which I paid at the Tobacconists 0. 0. 4727,
and that he “gave her grandson who was at the Old Womans
0.0. 1%”. - Ibid. 3/1/1763.

“Mother Radfords” was in the High Street, “opposite the two-
faced-Pump”. Three visits are recorded. He got ale there but
also, on one occasion, Oysters.

“Mother Yeomans” was in Jesus Lane, the present Market
Street. Here on 15 January 1763 Woodforde “eat some beef
Stakes & drank a Quart of Ale”. I think this one must qualify as
an eating house of sorts, with some facilities for cooking;
unless, that is, the steak was cooked at a public oven and
brought in to be devoured.

We simply do not know enough about these “Mother” places to
be able to speculate. I still believe that they were alehouses, but
some of them at least were in a position to offer other gas-
tronomic amenities to their clients.

More than this it is impossible to say.
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THE DIARY NOTEBOOKS

As is now well enough known, the first seventeen years of the
complete manuscript diary are written in 48 small paper-
covered booklets. These were succeeded in 1776 by another
sequence of 25 duodecimo hardback volumes, making a gross
total of 73.

All the diary volumes, paperback and hardback alike, have
marbled covers.

We do not know when or where the diarist acquired his first
two dozen booklets. There is no reference to them in the
separate accounts written at the same time as the early diary, or
in the diary itself. The booklets are absolutely identical in for-
mat, but there is one notable difference between these. No.’s 1
and 2 of the series do not have the interleaved blue sheets
opposite each page, used by the diarist for extra comments out-
side an ordinary day’s entry, and in later years for the weather
notes which became an indispensible adjunct to the mature
diary. All the rest, paperback and hardback alike, have these.

All 48 had originally 28 pages, but here and there the diarist
removed odd pages in advance of the point he had reached in
writing. The first two booklets, battered and scuffed, have suf-
fered worst in this respect. No. 1 has 17 pages and No. 2 has 22.
By comparison, few of the others have more than a single page
missing, and most of them are intact. From No. 3 onwards it is
possible to see exactly where pages were taken out, since the
Bodleian cataloguer who numbered them up wrote the num-
ber of a missing page on the interleaved sheet.

The accounts which preceded the diary proper began when
James Woodforde first went to Oxford, and he most probably
acquired the first 24 booklets soon after his arrival. But they do
not appear in his record of purchases for 1758.

The initial reference of this kind relates to the second set of 24,
in the diary entry for 16 May 1765 (dnsford Diary II): “Two
dozen of such books as these - pd. - 0 -4 -0". At 2 pence each,
they cannot be termed dear. They were obtained, along with a
number of m.s. sermon books, from an Oxford bookbinder
and stationer named Hood.

At that date Woodforde had not long since begun on No. 19 of
the first set of booklets, so he still had four, and the greater part
of a fifth, in hand. He came to the end of the set on 25 June
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1768 and on the following day began on the first of the next
batch, No. 25. This lasted him until 1776. The last of them, No.
48 was started on 17 February, and it was fully written up by 22
June. He had, however, already taken steps to prevent his run-
ning out of means for continuing the diary, by returning to Mr.
Hood for more supplies. On 31 January the diary had
recorded:

Paid this morning to Hood the Book-binder for
13, blank writing books, half bound - 0: 13 : 6

The sequence of booklets was thereupon discontinued and a
sheet, taken out of one of the booklets for the purpose, neatly
written out with the numbers 56-70 was never used and may
still be found, slipped between the pages of No. 48. The unused
remains of a similar sheet, containing Nos. 49-55, must have
been thrown away as not required, seeing that Woodforde did
not stick numbers on the half bound or hardback books. The
numeration itself continued, however, so the first hardback
volume became No. 49.

Woodforde may have gone over to the hardback volumes
because the others were no longer obtainable. But a more
likely reason is that he was writing more copiously than he had
done in the earlier years of the diary. The last few 28-page
booklets had been used up at the rate of one to about four
months. The new hardback volumes, on the contrary, con-
tained 64 pages.

Although he distinctly wrote “13” for the number of books
bought in 1776, in fact only 12, Nos. 49-60, were used as a
sequence of diary volumes. It is clear also that the price was
reckoned by the dozen, as it works out at 1/1% pence a volume.
The extra book was presumably thrown in as a bonus or
present.

The diarist began to write in the first volume of the hardback
set on 23 June. It lasted him until 22 June 1777, exactly a year.
In the next few years they averaged out at a little less than a
year of entries for each, ten years to finish the twelve books. He
was on the last but one when, on 30 May 1786, he took a ride to
Dereham. There he paid a large bill accumulated with a book-
binder named Barber for several binding jobs, including an
encyclopaedia about which he had gone to Dereham to speak
with the tradesman on 22 March of that year. Settling the bill
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now, he also bought some items of stationery. Among these
was “1. Doz. Memo Books, half bound”, for which he gave 8
shillings. Although the new books were cheaper, at 8 pence
each, than the previous dozen, they had more pages, 90 to each
volume. This probably reflects the level of local prices, as
against those of Oxford.

On 21 January 1787 Woodforde filled up the last of the Oxford
set and on the following day began to write in the first of the
new ones, No. 61. The entries in the diary continued, on the
whole, to lengthen, and for some time he was filling a volume
in about the same time as he had taken to complete the others,
although the new books had more pages. But one of the later
books, No. 70, took him 2% years to finish. The reason for this
is the onset of his serious illness in the spring of 1797 when, as
he says, he “declined entering any thing in this Book”, going
over instead to the 100 loose sheets which he kept to for some
18 months.

He came to the end of the last of the Dereham books, No. 72,
on 6 November 1801. By this late date, of course, Woodforde
was far from being the active shopper of his more agile and
vigorous years. He could naturally have got one of the servants
to bring back some books from Norwich but may have felt
averse from ordering a stock and so reminding himself that he
was unlikely to live to finish it.

So he made use of a book that was already in the house. No. 73
is very slightly larger in format than the other hardback books,
6%2" X 4" as against a fraction above 6” X 4”. It has 127 pages,
which give it a chunky appearance. We can see almost at a
glance that its original purpose was not to have diary entries
written in its pages. It opened, at the top of the first page, in a
way that curiously resembles the “Commonplace Book” style
of the first two notebooks written many years before. As it is
likely that no-one has ever examined these lines since they
were written by the diarist, I make no apology for giving them
here. They consist of quotations or sayings that must have
struck him as worthy to be preserved:

He looks one way and rows another.

A quotation from Plautus, in Latin, the line paraphrased by
Shakespeare in Timon of Athens as:
“One day he gives us Diamonds, next day stones”.
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A quotation from Aristotle, in Greek.

Royal Poverty - A modern nick-name for the Liquor called

Geneva, because after beggars are drunk, they are as great as

Kings - Bailey Eng: Dict:-

Fat - Cat - - Steward.

Lean - Cat - - Estate -

Blind - Cat - - Master
On the next page may be seen the original purpose of the
volume, which was to list details of farming practices and farm
prices. An index has nine different kinds of crop, and two or
three pages allotted to each. In fact, none contains more than a
few lines, and two of the categories were left blank. These notes
appear to have been made soon after the Parson’s arrival
in Norfolk.

The book was also started from the opposite end. This portion
has six written pages, the first of which is headed:
Anna Maria Woodforde’s
Account
from the 9. of October 1779 -

These sheets contain tabulated lists of expenses incurred for
Nancy from the time she came to stay at Weston Parsonage.
From 1784 full details are given - the Christmas pig, doctor’s
bills, clothing, down to 1/6d for a fan given to William Wood-
forde’s bride in 1790, and the cash advanced for card-playing
most of which, as Nancy invariably lost, reverted to her uncle
anyway. Seeing that he had had this volume in his possession
at least since 1779, we realise that it is very likely to be iden-
tified with the mysterious 13th. volume sold to him by the
Oxford stationer in 1776.

So in 1801 he had an almost empty book at his disposal at the
same time as he needed to continue the diary. He began by
drawing a line beneath the quotations as already noted, and
wrote under it:

November - Volume 24th - 1801

The number clearly takes in only the hardback volumes, and
even at that it is wrong, since the diarist had filled the pages of
2 batches of 12 each, and the volume he was now using was No.
25,
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There is just one more odd circumstance to be noted. Two
pages ahead of the last entry in the diary is a set of figures,
headed “Largesses in 1802, It records sums of a shilling a team
paid out through Betty Dade to the farm workers of fourteen
different employers.

If Woodforde had remained in a state to have gone on with the
diary for only a week or so longer, he would have caught up
with this page already partly written on. Did he intend to tear
the page out before he came to it, or by-pass it as he had done
with the farming notes?

We shall never know. He had used up 58 pages when, on Sun-
day 17 October 1802, he began to write his final entry at the top
of p. 59. There is great pathos in the appearance of this page,
with a few rather shaky but otherwise normal enough lines in
his handwriting; then all the rest of the page, and the
book, left blank.

After his last “Dinner to day rost Beef &c.”, he laid down his
pen, never to take it up again.

NOTES AND QUERIES

In the repair of the Post-Reformation reredos in the church of
St. Mary the Virgin, Henham, Essex, the Creed, Lord’s Prayer
and Commandments are lettered in gold on a wooden back-
ground. There is a divergence of long and short Ss. How is their
placing determined? When were these long Ss introduced?

Miss J. M. Windmil

What are double channel shoes? (Ansford Diary V, 14/2/
1772).

More on the Charter

Entries mentioning the serving of the Charter at Mr. du Ques-
ne’s table and later at the Parsonage and in Somerset seem
mainly to occur in the late summer, when apricots would be at
their ripest.

However, many early recipe books give directions for preserv-
ing green fruits, or “thinnings”, and these must have been
stored for future use when fresh apricots were unobtainable.
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Woodforde notes a rather acid meal on 17 May 1802 (when he
was already feeling “poorly”): “I had for my Dinner some
Souce fryed and a small green Apricot Pudding”.

For my own version of the Charter I use dried apricots soaked
overnight and then cooked without sugar in a covered dish in a
slow oven. This keeps for some days or can be frozen. As a short
cut there is available in the shops a full fruit apricot topping
made by an old-established firm, which is useful when needed
at short notice.

A postscript from Penny Taylor: More about the Shrimptons

In my essay The Davie family of Debenham (Journal XVII, 2), 1
noted a Joseph Shrimpton, Attorney, believed to be Betsy
Davie’s son, born 1798-9. A little more rather scrappy informa-
tion about Joseph and his family can be gleaned from The
Southwold Diary of James Maggs, 1818-1876, published in 1983.
Maggs was a Southwold auctioneer and also the coroner, and
his diary extracts centre on those aspects of his life. However,
he seems to have been a close friend of the Shrimptons, of
whom he gives these details: Joseph Shrimpton married a Miss
Powis on 6 March 1828, and had three daughters, two of whom
were Louisa, who married - Rabbett in February 1855 and had
a son on 18 December 1856 and Amelia Alexandrina, who
married George Nutt of Aldeburgh. The ceremony was per-
formed by Dr Sketchley, uncle of the bride, perhaps Mrs
Shrimpton’s brother-in-law. The third daughter, Emily, was
still living with her widowed mother in Southwold in 1852.

The Shrimptons lived in Lloyd Street, Lloyd Square, on the
border of Islington. They visited Southwold for holidays in
1839, 1840 and 1842, staying in James Maggs’ lodgings. On one
occasion when they were in Southwold, Maggs, on a visit to
Staple Inn, “looked in to see that their house was all right”.

The Shrimptons appear to have left London for Southwold
around 1843, when Joseph was appointed Clerk to the local
justices. He died at Southwold in January 1847, aged 47.

There is no mention by Maggs of Joseph Shrimpton’s parents
and so the last record of Betsy Shrimpton is her name on a
“Fines” list concerning land in Debenham in 1805 and 1806,
when the land passed to T. A. Barker, perhaps upon the
death(s) of Betsy and her mother - or because the land had
been sold.

Letters and enquiries to Mrs. Ann Elliott, The Green Corner,
Deopham Green, WYNDHAM, Norfolk.
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