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EDITORIAL

James Woodforde was born in the month of June 1740, and we are
nearing the time of his 257th birthday. It is a long time since he
came into the world. Yet, largely owing to the researches of the
Parson Woodforde Society, we feel that we know everything about
him, the man who wrote the famous diary as well as the diary itself.
The Society is in its thirtieth year, and in that very much shorter
time its genesis may have seemed more than once to be already in
some respects vanishing into the mists of oblivion. Very
fortunately, a rapid growth of interest among members in the way
the Society began, its origins and establishment, and the discussion
aroused by that interest, has now resulted in the important essay by
David Case which I have the honour to introduce to our readers in
this number of the Journal. Admirably lucid and replete with factual
detail drawn from our own archive and the reminiscences of some
of the more long-standing members, it will I am sure be welcomed
by all those who have an interest in the story of the Parson
Woodforde Society.

As for the other contributions to the issue, the balance has once
again been maintained between Somerset and Norfolk. We have
Robin Gibson, writing as always entertainingly, on Castle Cary,
Ansford and the friends of the diarist’s younger days, while from East
Anglia comes the baptism of a child named after Job’s daughter, told
by Martin Brayne.

The second volume of the Society’s edition of James Woodforde’s
diary is now out. Like its predecessor, it is a completely new book,
revised, corrected and with many of its notes re-written. This may
be a useful opportunity for me to reaffirm that the title of the edition
as a whole has been changed. The terms ““Ansford I’ and *‘Ansford
II"" have been eliminated, although they are retained as sub-titles
to make it absolutely clear what is being referred to on the cover.
They are replaced by the words Diary of James Woodforde,
Volumes 1 and 2. As and when subsequent volumes are re-issued,
they will have the following titles:

Diary of James Woodforde —

Volume 3 (Ansford III) 1766-1768
Volume 4 (Ansford IV) 1769-1771
Volume 5 (Ansford V) 1772-1773
Volume 6 (Oxford & Somerset) 1774-1775
Volume 7 (Norfolk I) 1776-1777
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Volume 8 (Norfolk II) 1778-1779
Volume 9 (Norfolk III) 1780-1781

The clear and obvious advantages of this method of enumeration
are, first, that they restore the chronological sequence to its right
order and, second, that they avoid the awkward anomaly, forced on
us by the then existing manner of publication, of listing ‘“Volumes
1, 2, 3’ twice over.
R. L. WINSTANLEY
Editor

VICE-CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

In the aftermath of so enjoyable a Frolic as that at Bath, many
members will be wondering why the Society has not met there
before. As Ann Williams, who masterminded the whole enterprise,
pointed out to us, the links with James Woodforde are not especially
strong, but he knew Bath and would recognise much of what we
are still able to see there. Even the occasional heavy shower failed
to mar the week-end of which it might be said, as Woodforde said
of the White Hart Inn in 1793, “everything in stile”. For my own
part —and I am sure I am not alone —I prolonged the enjoyment by
reading our guest-speaker Trevor Fawcett’s absorbing anthology
Voices of Eighteenth Century Bath. Next year’s AGM and Frolic
will be at New College, Oxford in September; an experience which
we very much hope will be well worth the wait.

The Society’s latest edition of the diary, Volume II, covering the
years 1763-1765, is now available (see Newsletter for details),
replacing the old Ansford II. The volume includes a new
introduction, 285 pp of diary (cf 29 pp in Beresford), 42 pp of Roy
Winstanley’s scholarly and stimulating notes and a comprehensive
index. There can be little doubt that this is the Society’s most
ambitious project to date: a must for all Woodfordeans.

Finally, and, in the absence of our Chairman, self-indulgently, here
is a diary entry for 19 July 1764:

I christened a Child of Young Patty Upcott that

was, this Morning at Cary Church for M. Penny —

Patty Upcott has not been married three Weeks —

She married young Brayne of Cary a Tallow —

[continued on blotting paper] Chandler —

All human life is there!
M. L. BRAYNE



THE PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY:
CONCEPTION, BIRTH AND INFANCY

Introduction

In a recent issue of the Journall our Editor queried the identity of
the “Founder Members of the Parson Woodforde Society’” and in
a single page he adroitly summarised the roles of Mr Beresford and
Canon Wilson, in bringing Woodforde into the public domain and
in the creation of the Parson Woodforde Society, respectively.
Beresford’s part in this story has been adequately told,? but
scanning through the Index to our Journal Contents3 I could find
no reference to an account of the formative stages of the Society or
of Canon Wilson’s initiative; even the earliest issues of the Journal
are modestly quiet about our conception. For some of our senior
members I suppose that this is all “‘just a few years ago’ and not
yet really “history”’. However, as we approach our thirtieth year,
it may be appropriate to attempt to set down the early record and
to fill this gap in our documentation. The account may be of
particular interest to those who have joined the Society in recent
years and are less aware of our infancy.

We have therefore gone back into our archives and also enlisted the
assistance of those who appear from the records to have been
members of the Society since 1968 — the year the Society was
formed. This article is based partly on their recollections, for which
we are most grateful. No doubt our efforts to draw the information
together will stimulate further memories and I anxiously await the
additions and corrections to this account. I apologise for the
intrusive number of references which have been included in the text
but feel it is important to record the sources which have been used.

The Rev. J. E. Wynne-Roach

The Rev. Mr Wynne-Roach was Rector of Weston Longville from
1949 until his death in 19714 and as a preface to our own story we
should reflect that for many years he was the local incumbent who
fielded all manner of enquiries about Parson Woodforde, the diary,
the church, the locality and its history. Woodforde enthusiasts made
their way to Weston, often it seems with the “World’s Classics’
volume in their pockets, wanting to learn more.

In a letter to the Eastern Daily Press® the Rev. Mr Wynne-Roach
noted that, before the second World War, he had inherited a portrait
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of Woodhouse’s friend du Quesne and this had first aroused his
interest in Woodforde. On becoming rector of Weston, he “‘set
about restoring the image of Woodforde”. He mentions that a
““Canon Boston tried to form a Woodforde Society which met and
dined at Dereham”’ but gives no further details. It was the Rev. Mr
Wynne-Roach who first learnt that Woodforde’s portrait was to be
auctioned in London and, thanks to the subsequent intervention of
Mr Charles Clutsom, the portrait was secured and presented to the
church.5

Mrs Nancy Downton (formerly Mrs Clutsom), who was one of the
churchwardens at Weston, writes about the Rev. Mr Wynne-Roach
and comments that ‘“‘He was a great Woodforde fan and a great deal
of his time was spent in connection with the Woodforde Diaries,
and indeed I know his desire and intention was to form a Woodforde
Society”” — but this seems to have been confounded by his
ill-health.6

The Proposed Parson Woodforde Society

For those who read widely, or regularly browse through journals
and publications which address a subject of general interest, there
is a very special flush of excitement when the eye unexpectedly
falls upon a topic which is of direct personal significance for the
reader. Such must have been the excitement of a small band of
“Woodforde fans” (as they would soon be dubbed) when, on
perusing the notices in the Personal Column of the Times’ of 7
December 1967, their eyes fell upon the following:

PARSON WOODFORDE. The many who
have enjoyed ‘“The Diary of a Country
Parson’” and who would be interested to
hear of the proposed Parson Woodforde
Society are invited to write for particulars
to Box 0266 K. The Times.

The person we must picture anxiously awaiting any responses to
Box 0266 K was the Rev. Canon Leslie Rule Wilson of The
Rectory, Winterbourne Stickland, Blandford, Dorset.

His advertisement was listed among others promoting The Institute
of Ophthalmology, The Monarchist League, The Florence
Nightingale Hospital, The Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, The
Road Safety Society, The Envoy Magazine, The Spectator, and The
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Times Literary Supplement, to name but a few! The “Woodforde
fans’’ who found this advertisement were no doubt ardent and
attentive browsers!

Canon Wilson was born in 1909 and died in 1991. In the course of
his 40-year ministry he held ten ecclesiastical appointments and
most of his career was spent overseas; he returned to England in
1967 and became rector of Winterbourne Stickland. A more
detailed account of his career will be found in the obituary written
by Mr Roy Winstanley for our Journal.® Canon Wilson clearly had
an extraordinary interest in ‘“‘Beresford’s Woodforde’’ and we may
speculate that his reading was largely done while abroad. We can
only wonder at the enthusiasm which he brought to the Woodforde
cause, having returned to England, with opportunities to visit
Somerset and Norfolk. Canon Wilson recalled:

When I arrived home in 1967 from abroad with the idea of
founding the Society I was met at Southampton by my brother
who drove me straight to Castle Cary where I stayed for a week
at The George making up my mind as to the best approach to
such a venture. It can be truly said that the plans for the Society
came to fruition in Ansford and Castle Cary ...°

It seems that the Times advertisement was placed soon after Canon
Wilson returned to this country; but this seems to have been
discussed in Norfolk. Mrs Downton recalls: “I was present with
both Rev. Wynne-Roach and Canon Wilson over a cup of tea at
our house when the idea of putting the advertisement in the Times
was discussed.”’®

A ‘Scheme’ to set the Society going —and “our foundation members”

The credit for taking the step of launching the “proposed Parson
Woodforde Society’” must undoubtedly rest with Canon Wilson,
but we have to assume that he had consulted with others known to
him, who shared his love of Woodforde. One was obviously the
Rev. Mr Wynne-Roach, and Mrs Downton reminds us that he “‘was
avery close friend of Canon Wilson [who] often visited Weston.”’0

Mr Winstanley has commented8 that:
Although perhaps not the ““onlie begetter” (he seems from the
first to have been closely associated with a small group of

enthusiastic friends, such as Francis Steer, John Tillett and Ivan
Coughtrey) he was undoubtedly the leading force in what Parson
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Woodforde would have called a ““Scheme” to set the Society
going.10

Dr Francis Steer was Archivist of New College, Oxford. Mr John
Tillett clearly played a financial role as he is noted as ‘Auditor’ on
his membership card!! and is described elsewhere as being of
“Barclay’s Bank Norwich’’.12 He was clearlg' an ardent collector
of historical documents relating to Weston.13 Mr Coughtrey was
one of the churchwardens at Weston.!14 Steer and Tillett were to
become members of the first Society CommitteelZ and all three of
those named by Winstanley became members of the Society from
the outset.

However, it seems beyond doubt that six individuals must have
responded with particular alacrity to that first advertisement in the
Times and the evidence for this is to be found!3 in an obituary
written by Canon Wilson for MrJ. W. C. East in 1973:

Mr East was one of the six people who replied to my notice in the
Personal Column of ‘The Times’ in 1968 when I invited
Woodforde-lovers to get in touch with me, and so was one of our
foundation members.

It is this note which has entered the Society folklore, specifying
“six foundation members”’. So —who were the other five? And did
this arithmetic exclude those with whom Canon Wilson may have
consulted before placing his advertisement?

With regard to the analagous title of “‘Founder Member’’ there may
always be some confusion. A ‘Founder Member’ could well be
variously defined as: one of “the six people who replied” to the
first notice in the Times; one of the many people who attended the
inaugural meeting of the Society in April 1968; or one of the many
people who simply joined the Society in its first year.16

However, one must surely prefer and respect Canon Wilson’s
definition of ‘“‘a foundation member”’. I am coming round to the
opinion that only six people responded to that very first advertise-
ment. It was after all a very small notice, listed among many other
items, and we should note Canon Wilson states that:

Mr East was one of the six people who replied to my notice ...

He doesn’t say “‘one of the people” or ‘“‘one of the first people”.
The number six still featured clearly in his memory five years after
placing that first notice in the Times; perhaps we should consider
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without resignation being needed, although we know of a number
of cases where secret or, strangely enough, open and obvious
marriages managed to exist at the same time as a college Fellowship
was held. Some colleges operated a system by which clerical
Fellows who had accepted a living and married were allowed a
period of several years before their Fellowship had to be given up.
-Discussing the recent marriage of a Warden of New College,
contrary to the Statutes and design of the Founder, the jaundiced
Hearne snarled: ‘““These are things that are evaded all over the
University, with Shame be it spoken, and Colleges and Halls are
turn’d into Cunny-boroughs”’. But by Woodforde’s time, 50 years
later, the Wardens were married quite openly.

As might have been predicted of a place with a large number of
energetic, under-employed young men, many of them rich enough
to buy whatever indulgence they were inclined to, prostitution
flourished in spite of the Proctors, whose powers included those of
arresting girls and locking them up in the local bridewell.
According to Hearne, in one year, six or seven weeks before the
annual race meeting held in the Port Meadow, a number of booths
were erected. There was a scandal when it was discovered that in
one of them three Commoners of Exeter College, ‘““and many
besides, to the number of about 30, lay with a young woman all
together one night (the Woman’s Maiden Name Cradock, she being
married, a most impudent Slut) in the said Meadow, whilst all the
people in the meadow stood around to see them’. The keeper of a
brothel in St Giles parish, named William Blake, had the book
thrown at him in consequence of a resolution ‘““To prosecute all
offenders of this kind in the future with the utmost rigour.”” He was
sentenced to six months imprisonment, after he had stood in the
pillory. But the spectators were notably sympathetic. Not only did
they refrain from throwing things at him, the common practice
when an offender was really unpopular, but (a delightful
contemporary touch), because it was raining he was allowed to keep
his hat on!

The authorities did what they could. No less a dignitary than the
Vice-Chancellor personally ‘““watch’d Mrs Gratiana Crook a black
Wench in a Gentleman-Commoner’s Chamber in Queens Coll &
broke open the Door upon them”’. The Jacobite Hearne then added
with relish: ‘Memorandum that the said Gratiana Crook is the
Daughter of a Presbyterian”’. As for the offending wench, ““black”
simply meant that she was dark-haired or of a dark complexion.
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Hearne is our authority for a circumstantial tale of immorality in
his own Hall: ‘“one Rice (a Batch. of Arts) a welchman of ill
Character ... kept in his Room at the Hall all night on Wednesd.
Night last a comely [lass] from Begbroke called Huntingdon Peg,
& yesterday had her to dinner in his Chamber”. A Gentleman
Commoner, Walter, joined them. Sam the under butler told the
Principal about it and the infuriated Walter attacked Sam in the
quad. Later the Principal and his wife came down from their
Lodgings in a vain attempt to restore peace. When the Vice-
Principal, Mr Creed, joined them Walter threw kitchen plates at his
head, and told him to ‘‘get back to Queens, where he had been only
a poor pitiful servitor”. In the midst of the row Huntingdon Peg
escaped, before a Proctor could be found to arrest her and lock her up.

Oxford was a High Tory and High Church place; indeed the lunatic
fringe of Jacobitism was strongly represented there. Riotous
behaviour more than once was sparked off by hostility towards
dissenters, and the Hanover dynasty, created by the Whigs, was
unpopular. Great joy was publicly expressed at the news that
Walpole’s detested Excise Bill had been defeated in 1733: ““The
bells rung from between ten and eleven o’Clock that night, till two
or three in the morning at most of the Parish Churches, & there were
bonfires also, throwing of Serpents, and other rejoycings in Oxford
upon this occasion”. As the century advanced fireworks and fire
crackers became popular, displacing the older custom of lighting
bonfires. A particularly horrible refinement of the already brutal
custom of the public execution came about when the parents and
friends of the executed criminal were attacked by ““Scholars” who
wanted the body for dissection, the only kind of body the doctors
were legally permitted to get their hands on. Fierce and vicious
fights sometimes took place.

I have, I think, described and quoted enough to give a prospective
reader a glimpse of the many delights in this book. It is well and
attractively written, and brings to life the full energy and colour of
a bygone age.

It is also well researched and accurate, and criticism has very little
indeed to build on. The author makes remarkably few errors. He
should not have said that Woodforde was often present at public
executions, because in the whole extent of the diary there is an
actual record of his having attended that macabre spectacle only
twice. He says that a Junior Common Room did not exist in the
Colleges and Halls of the time; but this is disproved by a passage
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in Woodforde that actually mentions the JCR at New College, and
there are two other and similar references in Woodforde at Oxford.
It may perhaps be open to the objection that much of the cited source
material is taken from satire, and that this is no impartial testimony,
since lampooners are less concerned with investigating historical
truths than with making points. The index is not very useful, and
could with advantage have been made fuller.

But in general it is difficult to speak with less than the warmest
praise of this very instructive and most enjoyable book.

PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY ANNUAL
“FROLIC, BATH, 9-11 MAY 1997

This was the first Frolic to be held in Bath and it proved to be a
very rewarding choice. The centre of Bath provides a more
complete representation of a large Georgian town than anywhere
else in the country; its streets and buildings can be seen much as
they were on the many occasions when Woodforde stayed there.
But quite apart from the Georgian interest there are also some older
places which are treasures for anyone interested in our national
history and which make Bath one of the leading tourist centres in
the country.

Members arrived at the Stakis Hotel on Friday afternoon. The hotel
was well chosen by the organizer, Anne Williams, as it is close to
the railway station and, a rare benefit in Bath, it has a large car park
which was much appreciated by many of the fifty-five attendees.
The hotel was very comfortable and the service excellent; the
reception staff were particularly polite and friendly. The setting is
also pleasant, alongside the river, where there used to be a wharf
for assembling the building material for the city, the Bath stone
brought down from the quarries in the overlooking hills.

We gathered before dinner to meet old friends and some new
acquaintances for the usual sherry reception. After an excellent
meal we moved into the adjoining room for the Annual General
Meeting. Although our Editor, Roy Winstanley, was unable to
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attend, he had prepared a report which was read by Martin Brayne.
Our Chairman, Nigel Custance, paid Roy a special compliment on
the continued excellence of our Journals and on the publication of
the revised edition of Ansford II, copies of which had been brought
to the Frolic, hot off the press. Our Treasurer, David Case, arrived
in Bath only just in time to present the accounts, having travelled
some 400 miles that day to attend the funeral of a close friend. He
told us that our financial position had been much improved via
better investments and good sales of the Diaries and we now have
a substantial cash balance. After re-electing the existing Committee
we were then invited to answer a quiz of 26 questions concerning
Woodforde’s experiences at Bath, the results to be handed in by
Sunday morning.

After the meeting, members could view an excellent display of Bath
memorabilia and illustrations of many of the places visited by
Woodforde during his many visits to Bath and of places to be seen
during the tour. There were also bundles of old Journals available
for sale at the knock-down price of £1 per bundle.

On Saturday morning, having previously been divided into two
groups, we walked the short distance to the railway station to board
one of two special buses with open tops. Unfortunately the weather
was mixed during most of the day, with heavy showers, and many
of those brave enough to climb to the upper deck were forced to
raise their umbrellas — a rather incongruous and amusing sight.
However, the journey was short, and after less than a mile we
arrived at the upper end of the city, close to all the places to be
visited during the day.

At the Assembly Rooms we were given an interesting talk on how
they were used in their heyday around the end of the eighteenth
century. Woodforde was at Bath in January 1771 when he noted
that the rooms were being built. There are three rooms: the largest
being the splendid ballroom with its gallery for the musicians; this
leads into a smaller central room for card playing and this is
connected to another beautiful large room for taking refreshments.
Although the building was badly damaged in 1942 during the last
war, it has been faithfully restored to the beautiful original state.
We were then conducted around the Museum of Costume which is
adjacent to the Assembly Rooms. Here we had excellent guides
who gave an extremely detailed account of the 18th century
costumes. For most of the ladies this tour was the highlight of the
Frolic.
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The Royal Crescent is an architectural masterpiece and contains
thirty grand houses in a splendid setting, high up overlooking a
large park, and Woodforde must have seen it being built during his
visit in January 1771. Here we gathered for the visit to No. 1 Royal
Crescent. This magnificent house was presented to the City by a
previous owner and it is now displayed as a faithful replica of its
original appearance including all furnishings and even the elaborate
table settings on the dining table.

The fourth venue of the tour was the Building of Bath Museum.
This is sited within the Chapel built and owned by the champion
of Methodism, the Countess of Huntingdon. Her chaplain was the
famous evangelist, George Whitefield, who was the regular
preacher. The Chapel retains its main features, the podium and
galleries, and now also contains an extensive display of pictures of
the construction of various buildings in Bath and samples of the
tools and materials used in the Georgian period.

In between these visits we walked to a nearby street for a very
pleasant light lunch at a restaurant in the lower ground floor of a
typical Georgian house. The last tour was completed around
2.45 pm after which we could either rejoin the open top touring bus
or enjoy some individual sightseeing or shopping. The bus tour took
us around the main features of the city and then climbed up the
steep Widcombe hill on the southern outskirts of the town. A gap
between the prevalent showers prompted most members to brave
the upper deck of the bus and enjoy the magnificent views of the
city from the top of the hill, even if they were somewhat windswept.
We returned to the hotel where some of the older members were
grateful for a rest before getting ready for the evening festivities.

We met again at 6.15 pm for a sherry reception before the formal
dinner began at 7 pm. After another excellent meal we were
addressed by the guest speaker, Trevor Fawcett, on the eighteenth
century history of Bath. Mr Fawcett captivated his audience with
a vivid account of the city as it was in Woodforde’s time. He said
that it was then possibly the most admired city in Europe and was
visited by thousands of people during the high season, between
September and May. During the period of its most rapid growth,
1750 to 1800, the population grew twelvefold from around 3000 to
35,000, making it the twelfth largest town in England. Although it
catered mainly for the wealthy, Mr Fawcett also painted a picture
of the poorer people who included most of the vast army of building
workers. He had also brought along copies of his recent book, an
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anthology about eighteenth century Bath, which was bought by
many members.

At 9.15 on Sunday morning we assembled for the walk to the
Roman baths and Pump Room where, like Woodforde himself,
some members drank the spa water, finding the taste unusual but
quite pleasant. We wandered around the large display of pictures
and models of the Roman buildings and temples which had formed
the site and listened to the recorded guide on individual record
players. Then we were guided around the several Roman Baths,
seeing the steam rising from the very warm waters —in conjunction
with the falling rain!

It was then time to make the short crossing of the forecourt of the
Pump Room to enter the Abbey for the Matins service at 11 o’clock.
A special set of pews had been reserved for us near the high altar
beyond the choir stalls and we had a good view of the magnificent
interior of the Abbey. There was a very large attendance in the main
body of the church and the service began with an impressive
procession of the large choir of men and boys. There was some
splendid singing of anthems by the choir and our president, George
Bunting, read the first lesson. The sermon was delivered by the
Rector, Prebendary Richard Askew, and it was made specially
interesting as the Rector was familiar with Woodforde. After
welcoming us to the Abbey on Ascension Sunday, he described
how different was the world of Woodforde from that of today, and
he quoted a passage from the diary when Woodforde and Nancy
were visiting the Custance family. Overall, it was an impressive
and moving service, much appreciated by our members.

And so, after walking leisurely back to the hotel, we assembled for
the final event, the traditional Sunday lunch. The winner of the Quiz
competition about Woodforde at Bath was Mr Bell who, with
disarming honesty, acknowledged that he had been much aided by
cribbing from Roy Winstanley’s 1995 article on the subject. The
Frolic concluded with much applause and thanks to the organizers
Anne Williams and her husband David, who had both worked so
hard to produce such a superb and successful programme. And then,
apart from a few who were staying on for more sightseeing, we
made our farewells and departed with many memories of a most
enjoyable occasion.
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NOTES AND QUERIES

Squinancy

This is a fine eighteenth century medical word which ought to be
found in Woodforde’s diary but is unaccountably missing from its
pages. His own contemporaries used it to describe a throat ailment,
later shortened to quinsy. Neither form would be used today for
diagnosis of the condition, which would be called ulcerative
tonsilitis.

Robert Burns was a sufferer from this complaint, and wrote in a
letter of 1790:

I must inform you farther that I have ... had a most malignant
Squinancy which had me very near the precincts of the Grave. I
am now got greatly better, though by no means in a confirmed
state of health.

— Letters of Robert Burns, ed. J. De Lancey Ferguson,
2nd Edition by J. Ross Roy. 2 vols, Clarendon Press
(1983) 422.

The “‘squinancy berry’’ was blackcurrant, alluding to the very old
belief that this fruit was good for morbid conditions of the chest
and throat; which also explains why the Parson sent blackcurrant
jam to his maidservant who was dying of pulmonary tuberculosis.
There is also a plant called squinancywort, the quinsy-wort or small
woodruff (Asperula cynanchia), likewise self-explanatory.

Letters and enquiries to Mrs Ann Elliott, The Green Corner,
Deopham Green, Wymondham, Norfolk NR18 9DP.

JOURNAL XXX, 1 -ERRATA

Front Cover Caption: for “‘Francis’ read Francesco
p. 32 line 12 from foot: for ‘“‘Richard” read Dieuhard
p. 34 line 12 from foot: del. “‘the’” before England

p- 37 line 17: add ro after listen.

p. 40 line 11: for *‘cultural’ read cultured
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THE PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY

The Society was founded in 1968 by the Rev. Canon L. Rule Wilson
and may be said to have two main aims: one, to extend and develop
knowledge of James Woodforde’s life and the'society in which he
lived, and the other, to provide opportunity for fellow enthusiasts
to meet together from time to time in places associated with the
diarist, and to exchange news and views.

Membership of the Parson Woodforde Society is open to any
person of the age of 18 years and over upon successful application
and upon payment of the subscription then in force, subject only to
the power of the committee to limit membership to a prescribed
number.

The Annual membership subscription of £12.50 (overseas members
£25) becomes due on 1 January and should be forwarded to the
Treasurer, Dr David Case, 25 Archery Square, Walmer, Deal, Kent
CT14 7JA.

PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY COMMITTEE 1997/8
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