PARSON WOODFORDE
SOCIETY

Quarterly Journal

THE FORTUNE TELLER
(Samuel Woodforde)

VOL. XLVII NO.2 SUMMER 2014



I danced with Mr John Wood again, twice with a Mr South, a lad from
Winchester, who, I suppose, is as far from being related to the bishop of
that diocese as it is possible to be, with G. Lefroy, and J. Harwood, who, I
think, takes to me rather more than he used to do. One of my gayest actions
was sitting down two dances in preference to having Lord Bolton’s eldest
son for my partner, who danced too ill to be endured.

(Letter from Jane Austen to her sister Cassandra, 8 January 1799,
R. W. Chapman (ed.), Jane Austen’s Letters, 1932)

Friday 6th June 1806

Lady Temple’s was very full and the temporary room extremely well
managed. All London was assembled and most ofthe Princes attended.

I danced with a little Dog of a Baron who proved my companion for
Supper. Lady B. got him me and I really could have strangled him. He
stunk like a pole cat.

(From the Diary of Harriet Wynne, Anne Fremantle (ed.),
The Wynne Diaries, 1952)
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EDITORIAL

This issue of the Journal is unusual in two respects: the people with
whom it is concerned lived most, if not all, of their lives in the
nineteenth century and, unlike most of Woodforde’s contem-
poraries, many of them spent part of those lives abroad.

When the opportunity to purchase, on very favourable terms, a
major oil painting by Samuel Woodforde presented itself to the
Society earlier this year, your Committee felt that it was an offer we
could hardly refuse. The chances are that, had we declined the offer,
it would have fallen into private hands and, quite possibly, been
exported. The Society already possessed a number of small works,
mostly drawings, by the Parson’s gifted nephew as well as the
lovely portrait of Mrs Priscilla Wyatt, the generous gift of the late
Paul Minet, which appeared on the cover of the Journal in June
2013. This raises the question of where such works could be
displayed so as to be accessible to members of the Society and,
indeed, the public at large. The Committee have had some ideas but,
before approaching any of the institutions we have in mind, we
would welcome any suggestions which readers might have.

It seems very likely that the model for the newly acquired work —
The Fortune Teller (see front cover) — was Samuel’s future wife
Jane Gardner. She certainly bears a striking resemblance to a known
portrait of Jane as well as to that of the model for The Country Girl
auctioned by Woolley & Wallis of Salisbury in March this year. It is
entirely typical of Samuel’s style of portraiture. Jane was in Italy
when Samuel died there, just two years after their marriage, in 1817.
Other than that there was a dispute between her and the Woodforde
family and that she donated two of Sam’s works, a self-portrait and
one of herself, to the Royal Academy on her death, little was
hitherto known of Jane’s subsequent life. David Case has sought to
offer a more complete picture.

Readers of Woodforde’s diary, whether they have read the one
volume World Classics or Folio editions or the 17 volumes
published by the Society, or something in between, often find
themselves pondering on what happened to diary characters after
James recorded that last dinner of ‘rost beef” on 17 October 1802.
Understandably, we are most frequently asked about what
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happened to Nancy and her brother Bill but we also receive
enquiries about many of the less prominent personalities and their
descendants. The other three essays in this issue are concerned with
a number of such characters who were part of the great nineteenth
century British diaspora to North America and Australia.

Randolph Lieb-Warmsworth, who lives in Newfoundland, writes
of two medical Woodfordes — Bill’s son William and Ais son
Samuel George. After a colourful career as an Army surgeon,
William spent much of his life practising medicine in Canadian
New Brunswick before returning to live out his days in Ansford
following the death of his wife in 1844. That was the very year in
which his father died and it is unlikely that he arrived back in time to
exchange tales of the War of 1812 with Bill’s of the War of
Independence. It would be fascinating to know whether Samuel
George, who had been in London training for his profession since
the mid-1830s, ever met his grandfather. What we do know is that in
the year in which the old man died, the young doctor returned to
Fredericton N.B. where he appears to have become a pillar of local
society.

Another medical Woodforde was the Parson’s Cousin Bob’s
grandson John Woodforde who in 1836 was a surgeon on board the
Rapid bound for South Australia with Colonel Light’s survey
party. Being a Woodforde, John kept a diary — a fascinating account
of pioneering days in and around Adelaide. The Pioneers’
Association of South Australia produced a synopsis of the diary
which, with permission, is reproduced here.

In the Spring Journal Carole Child told us much of Woodforde’s
neighbours the John Wilsons, father and son, of Lyng. Three
grandchildren of the Revd John Wilson Jnr also emigrated to South
Australia and one of them, Priscilla, married a man who, in common
with John Woodforde, had sailed with Colonel Light aboard the
Rapid. Janet Epps, herself Australian, tells the fascinating story of
their pioneering days in South Australia.



JANE WOODFORDE (FORMERLY GARDNER)
THE WIFE OF SAMUEL WOODFORDE

Introduction

The Society has recently purchased a portrait thought to be by
Samuel Woodforde, nephew of our parson James Woodforde. It is
apparently a portrait of Jane Gardner, who married Samuel
Woodforde in 1815, and is known to us as ‘The Fortune Teller’ (see
front cover of this Journal). This painting is believed to have been
exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1808.! I have been circumspect
with my description in the preceding sentences as this painting is
not signed, or dated, and does not bear a title. On the reverse of the
frame there is just a date 26.10.89 written in chalk which may be the
date when it was sold at auction. However, we are confident of its
authenticity as it was previously owned by Mr George Bunting, a
former President of this Society and an authority on Wood-
fordeiana, who purchased the portrait for a substantial sum. At the
time of writing, various lines of investigation are in hand in an
attempt to document the provenance of this painting.

At the same time, we are aware that we know very little about Jane
Gardner and this article is a preliminary attempt to document the
few facts about Jane which are accessible. I must emphasise that an
essential starting point in learning about Samuel Woodforde and his
wife is a lengthy article in the Journal submitted by Roy Winstanley
in 1973 and I shall quote extensively from this source.? It is clear
from the content of Winstanley’s article that additional details can
now be added to his narrative.

The Origins of Jane Gardner

Jane Gardner was baptised 4 May 1788 at the Sussex parish of
Amberley, the daughter of ‘James and Eliz. Gardner’. She had an
elder sister Elizabeth, baptised 14 January 1787 at Amberley,
daughter of ‘James and Elizabeth’ and we shall be learning more
about her later. There was also a brother James, baptised 23 January
1791; he became a builder, married twice and lived into his nineties,
but he plays little part in this story. About the parents little is known
but they are probably the James Gardner and Elizabeth White
married at Amberley 20 April 1786. ‘Jas Gardener’ [sic] is named in

4



Land Tax records of 1798 at Amberley as occupier of ‘Houghton
Bridge’ and this is probably where Jane was born.3 James Gardner,
Jane’s brother, gave his birthplace as ‘Horton Bridge’ in the 1851
census. James Gardner, their father, was buried at Amberley 26
November 1819; he is referred to elsewhere as a farmer (see
attached Outline Family Tree).

Amberley is a small village in Sussex situated at the foot of the
South Downs, about 45 miles from London, noted today for its
abundance of thatched cottages. Why or how Jane Gardner appears
in her early life in London is not known but Winstanley speculates
that she may have been Samuel’s model and speculates again that ‘it
is possible that, if Jane Gardner was his model, that she was his
mistress also’.4 It seems that Roy Winstanley was much given to
speculation. If “The Fortune Teller’ was painted in about 1808, this
was when Jane was aged about twenty, and seven years before her
marriage to Samuel.

I have found four family trees which include our Samuel
Woodforde but none of them provide information about his wife
Jane.

The Marriage

Samuel Woodforde, Bachelor, and Jane Gardner, Spinster, both ‘of
this Parish” were married by licence at St Bride’s in the City of
London on 7 October 1815.> Both signed in a good hand. The
witnesses were John Wightman and Ann Wightman; as John was
witness to numerous marriages at that time the Wightmans were
probably a local couple and of no significance in this story.
Winstanley notes that ‘“What is clear is that Jane had no contact with
[Samuel’s] family and that the Woodfordes knew nothing of her.
We do not know if any of them were invited to come up to London
for the wedding, but it is surely not very probable’.® It is easily
overlooked that Samuel was twenty-five years older than Jane.
Very soon after their marriage the couple travelled to Italy. We
know this from the diary of Joseph Farington where he notes on 27
January 1816 that a colleague had received a letter ‘from Samuel
Woodforde, RA, from Rome where he had just arrived.”-8 We know
also that Samuel and Jane were in Venice in 1816 when Samuel



Outline Family Tree: Gardner Family b:born bp: baptised d: died bd: buried

Amberley 1786 Norwich 1790 London 1823
James Gardner = Elizabeth White  James Minister = Leticia Lord Hunter Nicholson = Anna Fuller
1798: at Houghton Bridge bd 1813 Apothecary and
Amberley Farmer d 1819 Haddiscoe Surgeon d 1833 d 1850
["Amberley 1810 [ London 1815 [tondon1821 |  London 1865
«v Elizabeth = Henry Gratwicke Jane = Samuel Woodforde  Elizabeth = (1) James Gardner (2) = Rosa
bp 1787 bca 1785 bp 1788 bp 1763 Ditcheat b 1796 bp 1791 Amberley bp 1824
Amberley Builder of Amberley R.A. 1807 Haddiscoe Builder 1871: School
Amberley d 1860 d 1817 Italy Norfolk 1841: at ‘Box Mistress
London 1851:b Cottage’ Chelsea
bd Amberley ‘Hadiscoe’ 1851: b ‘Horton Bridge’
Children in 1841 census with
approximate dates of birth:
[ chelsea 1847 I | | ] |
Mary Gardiner James Gardner = Caroline Holland John Henry Frederick Eleanor Harriett
bp 1809 b 1822 Kingston dau of 1831 1833 1835 1837 1838

adopted surname Gratwicke Carpenter of Chelsea | William Holland
Jane’s companion 1841, 1851  Informant at Jane’s | 1851: with husband and
d 1880 death father-in-law at Battersea

I Battersea 1875 [ I [ 1
James J Gardner = Elizabeth J Fell Amelia E Edward Gardner  Jane E Caroline
b 1849 b 1850 b 1854 b 1857 b 1862



painted another portrait of Jane; this is reproduced after page 28 of
Winstanley’s article.

So Soon to Become a Widow

Less than two years after their marriage, on 27 August 1817, The
Morning Post announced the death of ‘Samuel Woodforde, Esq.,
R.A. ... last month at Ferrara in Italy’ and added bland comments
about his style of painting.? Winstanley speculates at length that ‘it
seems ... likely that he was alone ... it must have been a lonely,
horrible death’.10 Samuel was buried, Winstanley tells us, in the
Bolognese cemetery of ‘La Certosa’ in plot no. 31: ‘A plain stone
bearing only his name and the date was set up to mark the grave, and
still exists’.!! We have no information concerning the whereabouts
of Jane at that time — she may have still been in Venice (Ferrara is
about 55 miles from Venice). There seems to have been no
immediate communication that we know of from her to the
Woodforde family to inform them of Samuel’s death. But what a
shock for the bride of less than two years. All we know is that at
some time later she returned to England. It appears that there were
no children of this marriage and Jane did not remarry.

Samuel Woodforde’s Will

I do not intend to describe Samuel’s will in detail, but only the ways
in which it affected Jane and its unexpected features.!? The most
surprising of these is that Jane was not made an executrix; the
executors were Samuel’s siblings William Woodforde, James
Woodforde, and Anna Maria Woodforde. A number of paintings
were to be sold to provide a yearly annuity of £170 ‘to my dear Wife
Jane Woodforde’. Also: ‘I give to my Wife her own portrait and also
any one of myself which she may choose I also give her the choice
of any out of my fancy pictures’. ‘All the remainder of my property
and personal Effects’ was left to his three siblings named above; it
seems strange that Jane was not the residual legatee. The will was
dated 25 October 1815, just eighteen days after his marriage to Jane,
and proved at London 3 January 1818 by the oaths of his three
executors.!3 The terms of this will may be a reflection of the fact that
it was written so very soon after his marriage. It is also worth noting
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that ‘her own portrait’ cannot have been the painting dated ‘Venice
1816’ which has been mentioned above, as the will was written in
1815. So we may wonder which portrait it was? Winstanley missed
this point as he had incorrectly recorded the date when the will was
written.

A further surprising observation about this will is that Samuel’s
signature was not witnessed and the will copy is accompanied by a
quaint and informative affidavit.

Affidavit attached to Samuel’s Will

In recognition of its importance I quote this below in full. Note that,
being a legal document, it is bereft of any punctuation:

Appeared Personally Martha Jeanes and Meliora [sic] Woodforde
both of Castle Cary in the County of Somerset Widows and made
oath that they knew and were well acquainted with Samuel
Woodforde of King Street in the parish of Saint James
Westminster in the County of Middlesex deceased for some time
before and to the time of his death and also with his manner and
character of hand writing and subscription having often seen him
write and subscribe his Name and having now attentively viewed
and perused the paper writing hereto annexed purporting to be and
to contain the last will and testament of the said deceased
beginning thus “I Samuel Woodforde of” and ending thus “25th
day of October 1815 and thus subscribed “Saml Woodforde™
They these deponents say and depose that they do verily and in
their Consciences believe the whole series and contentsof the said
paper writing beginning and ending as aforesaid and also the
subscription thereto to be of the proper handwriting and
subscription of the said Saml Woodforde deceased [signed]
Martha Jeanes Melliora Woodforde Twenty second day of
December one thousand eight hundred & seventeen the said
Martha Jeanes and Melliora Woodforde were duly sworn to the
truth of this Affidavit by virtue of this Commission hereto
annexed before me Thos Woodforde Commissioner

The will was proved twelve days later. Several factors are worthy of
observation. Why wasn’t Jane involved in the preparation of the
affidavit? Possibly because she was a beneficiary of the will.
Secondly, the affidavit is completed by two widowed ladies of the
Woodforde family and a Commissioner who was of the same
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children James, John and Priscilla were actively supported by their
mother’s sisters, expecially Priscilla (Shearcroft), who lived at Long
Sutton in Lincolnshire and Sarah (Mathew), now a widow living at
Montpellier Place, South Lambeth, right beside the homes of her
Croft relatives and perhaps Penelope Adams and her family also.
While young Priscilla settled into her new London home with her
aunt Sarah, James and John headed for Long Sutton, and presumably
with their aunt Priscilla Shearcroft’s help, found employment as
apprentices — James as a carrier and John ‘to learn the art of farming’
at nearby Newton Hall owned by the Redins, ‘gentleman farmers’
and friends of the Shearcrofts. Before long James was a qualified
carrier, John a farmer and both were married to daughters of the
Redins, James marrying Katherine in August 1836 and John
marrying her sister Mary, probably in the same ceremony.

In the depressed English economy of the 1830s, James and John
sought opportunity well beyond county boundaries and indeed the
shores of England, and together with their new wives, brother
Benjamin and his wife and younger sister Priscilla, immediately
following the marriages, set sail for the very new colony of
Adelaide in South Australia. Family legend has it that 17-year-old
Pricilla was the only single woman on board the John Renwick and
received endless marriage proposals. Being of an adventurous
nature she had great fun on the voyage, even having herself tied to
the mast ‘so she could enjoy the full thrill of a storm at sea without
being washed overboard’.! In a letter written much later, a friend of
Sarah Mathew’s, Tom Verlo, was to recall: ‘Well do I remember the
announcement of his [James] and family going abroad. I was sitting
on the dear old sofa and you, like many of our set, conjured up many
imaginary evils, as they have happily proved, for now is their
energy and industry prospered’.! Indeed it did!

Immediately upon arrival James discovered that, with Colonel
William Light still surveying the future city of Adelaide a few miles
distant from the ship’s landing place, the tiny settlement comprised
‘frail tents ... interspersed with huts constructed of reeds, bark and
branches of trees. Boxes and trunks served for tables and chairs. As
there were neither vehicles nor animals, all wood had to be carried
and water conveyed on skids or sledges ... there was not a horse, not
a bullock, not a donkey, nor any sort of vehicle to be seen. So this
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was why all the colonists goods had been dumped near the seashore,
covered with tarpaulins to protect them from the salt air and the
blistering sun ... The honour of building the first vehicle in the
colony, apart from Colonel Light’s wheelbarrows, goes to James
Chambers. So does the honour of carving out the first roads to
Adelaide from Glenelg and from Adelaide to Port Misery ... with
this clumsy carriage and two oxen imported from the Cape in
passing, he could earn £20 daily. Thus commenced his prosperous
career.’ The Australian Dictionary of Biography further notes that
‘he was also first to make a “bullock-drawn vehicular contrivance”
for carrying goods and luggage from Holdfast Bay to the
newly-chosen site of Adelaide’. In no time James had secured
housing blocks in the first land sale open to settlers, had imported
horses from Tasmania to establish the new colony’s first stable and,
having secured lucrative haulage and mail contracts to service the
rapidly growing colony, was presented with immense opportunity
to supply all manner of commercially based transport facilities,
both to the public and the embryonic ‘government’.

Meanwhile James’ brother John quickly developed a reputation for
also being rather a ‘mover and shaker’, doing the first ploughing in
the new colony® and building the first house in Adelaide to have a
fireplace, door and glass window — the house itself was built of mud,
rushes and grass. ‘The house was 16 by 10. I carried the rafters and
everything required. ... It was hard work to carry these things on my
shoulders, but when the work was done I had a more comfortable
hut than anyone else here’. According to John’s wife Mary in a
much later interview: ‘We were happy enough, mixed together, and
did not make silly distinctions. It was fashionable in those days to
go to weddings and picnics in bullock drays and many a pleasant
outing we had. ... The blacks? Oh well, they were as frightened of
us as we were of them at first. They would stand off a long distance
and watch us as strange beings, and we would keep at a respectable
distance and regard them in the same light. ... One black woman
who, of course, could not understand a word of English, came up
one day and helped me to light the fire and boil the kettle. After that
she came regularly.>

Priscilla, meanwhile, was also enjoying her new lifestyle, living in
James and Katherine’s household, although also having originally
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purchased some land for herself. By 1840 her letter to her
sister-in-law Ann Chambers noted: ‘I had been here eleven months
... and I have not heard from England. At last I had the unspeakable
pleasure of perusing a letter from Reepham, then one or two from
others’. In this same letter! she confides to Ann that she had
thoroughly enjoyed a visit to a friend who lived 20 miles from
Adelaide where she met her future husband, Alfred Barker, who she
married in June 1842. Alfred had had an adventurous life, running
away from school to France when he was aged 15, being
disinherited as a result, then taking to the sea, initially with a
whaling crew then joining Colonel Light on his voyage to South
Australia in the Rapid in August 1836.* Alfred eventually left the
ship and with his friend Captain Field successfully overlanded a
cattle herd from Sydney to Adelaide, meeting hostility from
aboriginals along the way. In 1887 Captain Field’s brother referred
to these friends as ‘two grand old pioneers [who] did their part
faithfully and well’. The money raised from the sale of the cattle
financed Priscilla and Alfred’s first home.

In 1852 James Chambers was yet again in the news, escorting one
million pounds of gold from the Victorian diggings to the Treasury
in Adelaide — a task not without danger, indeed the ‘Captain
Melville gang’ of bushrangers was boasting of their plan to hijack it
— occasioning the Commissioner of Police himself, Alexander
Tolmer, to personally escort the expedition. As Revd B. I.
Armstrong of East Dereham noted in his diary on 11 February 1854,
James Chambers had by this time become a very wealthy and
influential man. ‘He took to the diggings 100 horses for which he
received near £10,000 and thus became one of the most thriving and
wealthy men in the colony. He is in possession of several thousand
acres of land, a lead mine of great value, a large property in
Adelaide, a flock of 15,000 sheep, a herd of 2,000 cattle and about
2,000 horses etc etc. He has just disposed of his mail and coach
establishment for £14,000°.7 It should be noted that a significant
extent of his rural possessions were either owned or run in
conjunction with his brother John Chambers (especially in later
years), and also, in part, Priscilla’s husband Alfred Barker. Around
the time of Revd Armstrong’s diary entry, James was in England for

* Editor’s note — This was the voyage on which Dr John Woodforde was surgeon.
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an extended stay during which he visited Norfolk and arranged for a
stone to be raised in St Nicholas’ churchyard in East Dereham in
memory of ‘Charles, son of Wm and Elizabeth Chambers and Hugh
his brother. This stone is erected by the remaining brothers and sister,
James, John and Priscilla after 20 years absence in the Colonies,
Adelaide South Australia. August 1855.” It is noteworthy that this
memorial made no mention of either Benjamin (who had also gone to
Adelaide with his wife but appears to have been treated more as a
servant than an equal) and the eldest of the sons in the family, William
— who might also perhaps have been remembered, having also died
some years previously, in a horse accident in Norfolk.

Despite the great prosperity that James Chambers and his family
enjoyed, he was clearly a man to hold grudges and not to budge one
inch on his position despite the passing of decades or hardships
experienced by those unfortunates caught up with someone who
had crossed his path. James’ nephew, William Jackson Chambers
(the only child of his brother William) who had been aged about 5
when his father was killed in the horse accident, sailed to Adelaide
in 1854 to join his relatives — relatives who had been encouraging
him to visit them ever since he was a child. Unfortunately for the
unwitting 19 year-old, he went straight to James’ home upon arrival
and, despite being met with warm hospitality after his arduous
voyage, this all changed when James arrived home and informed
him that he would not be able to stay, nor could he assist with
employment, due to some mysterious ‘transaction’ between himself
and William’s father — clearly some decades in the past.

Was it something to do with William ultimately being the sole
executor of their father’s Will perhaps and having crossed — or
perceived to have crossed — his younger brother James in the
process? In any case, whatever the history, it was news to William,
who promptly fled Adelaide in a state of hurt and humiliation — and
with empty pockets. William initially worked on road-making in
the Flinders Ranges before heading for the Victorian goldfields
where he remained until 1861, walking from one lot of diggings to
another, trying to stay alive while continually close to starvation
and perpetually seeking his fortune — or at least trying to find
enough gold to pay for his voyage back to England. William didn’t
make his fortune in Australia, but it is known he returned to
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Adelaide after his uncle James died unexpectedly and it appears he
was most warmly welcomed by his relatives who were much
aggrieved by what had happened and quite likely gave him the
funds to return home to England. Once there, William eventually
married his cousin Anne Elizabeth Jackson, became a grocer and
draper, had five children, and then returned to Australia in 1885,
buying a farm at Table Cape in north-west Tasmania, where
Chambers Bay still remains as testament to his presence there. His
sons went on to become bankers, one daughter returned to England
to marry and the other married an engineer in Tasmania.

When James Chambers returned to Adelaide from England in 1854,
he and John took up large pastoral leases in northern South
Australia, turning over land and making large profits. Ultimately
James settled on holdings of around 270 square miles in the Flinders
Ranges while John had lands at Cobdogla along the River Murray
where he ran cattle and bred horses in large numbers and was a keen
supporter of the turf. At one point the Chambers brothers held
around 200 miles of River Murray frontage land, providing plenty
of adjistment opportunity for the Flinders Ranges livestock.
Around this time, in 1856, James wrote to his aunt Sarah, ‘Mine has
been a strange career and when I review the orphan boy of Etling
Green without house or friend (except my aunt Shearcroft) how
much, how much I say I have to be thankful for’.!

In 1857 James and his partner William Finke established the Great
Northern Mining Company, having located copper ore on one of
James’ Flinders Ranges properties. By the late 1850s James and
William Finke held leases over about halfa dozen promising copper
prospects in the Flinders Ranges and the Nuccaleena Mine was in
production, albeit ata modest level. James wrote to his aunt Sarah in
1859 that William Finke was returning to England ‘to dispose of the
mineral property at one hundred thousand, and £20,000 paid up in
shares’. Klassen (1991)3 records that ‘Immediately a great rush for
their shares followed. In fact it was so great that the subscription list
had to be closed “almost as soon as it opened”’. According to H.
Minchum (1964)°, this whole affair (which became complex,
affecting the highest level of Government and the Law in South
Australia as well as shareholders in England) ultimately ‘brought
about a political storm, a newspaper war, and a violent conflict of
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views and interests that involved many in high places, not the least
being Governor MacDonell’. A last word from James on the matter,
in a letter to his aunt Sarah in London in 1860: ‘You would see by
the papers he accomplished his object in selling the mines. The
amounts appear almost fabulous’.!

In James’ 1859 letter to his aunt Sarah (above), he went on to say, ‘I
am now exploring the Interior and in six months shall I hope to have
the pleasure of giving you an interesting account as we want to plant
the Flag of England in the centre of the Island’.! This was further
discussed by Kerr (1980)° who records that James and John ‘soon
joined with William Finke in employing an explorer and surveyor
to look not only for new pastures, but also for signs of gold, silver
and copper. It was typical of them that they hired the best such man
available — John McDouall Stuart ... [who] wanted to be the one
who found out just what this continent had to offer to the would-be
pastoralist and seeker after gems and metals’. Finke and the
Chambers brothers went on to equip McDouall Stuart for several
expeditions. McDouall Stuart soon became inspired to be the first
white man to cross Australia from south to north, an enthusiasm
enhanced by James who saw the prospect of finding a route for an
overland telegraph link between Adelaide and the north coast of
Australia, where a marine cable would connect Australia with Java
and from there to the rest of the world. McDouall’s last expedition
was largely funded by the Government who were by now keen to be
the backers of the first successful expedition to make the
south—north crossing of the continent after the failure of the high
profile Burke and Wills expedition in 1861. Nevertheless, Finke
and the Chambers brothers provided most of the wages, the horses
and other items required for this expedition — an expedition that was
successful in reaching the coast just east of today’s Darwin, where
McDouall Stuart raised the Union Jack, hand-made by James’
daughters, and named the place Chambers Bay —an adjacent bay he
called Finke Bay. Along the way he also named the Finke River for
his friend and backer William Finke, the Katherine River (and
hence the town of Katherine and the Katherine Gorge) after James’
daughter Katherine Chambers and Chambers Pillar after his friends
James and John.

A year after setting out, John McDouall Stuart returned in triumph,
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but he was very ill and emaciated; what’s more he returned to find
his friend and backer James Chambers had died unexpectedly
during his absence. A surviving letter from William Finke to James’
aunt Sarah in August 1862 explained: ‘The cause of his death was
carbuncle on the spine. His sufferings were great but his departure
was quite unexpected by us as well as himself.! James’ death,
together with a very severe drought around that time, led to much of
his property and livestock being sold — interestingly much of this
was taken up by future cattle baron Sir Sidney Kidman, the greatest
cattle baron in Australia’s history.

James, John and Priscilla Chambers lived in extra-ordinary times —
a childhood of prosperity that quickly turned to loss of all they
owned, then revival of their father’s fortunes only to lose parents,
grandmother and two brothers in quick succession. Generous and
caring support and guidance from their mother’s sisters in the
following difficult years enabled them, together with their brother
Benjamin and their new wives, to take on the mighty challenge of
sailing to the far end of the globe and chancing their luck on a better
future — which they pulled off with a breathtaking level of success.
James, John and Priscilla, and also their nephew William Jackson
Chambers had quite large families and have collectively left behind
a very substantial dynasty of Wilson descendants in Australia (and
probably none at all in England!).
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

I enjoyed the article on Harriet Arbuthnot in the Spring Journal —a
worthy entrant to the series of British Diarists.

You say (at the top of page 30) ‘the expression prime minister was
not used in its modern sense until the early twentieth century’, and
of course it is correct that in the nineteenth century the official term
was ‘First Lord of the Treasury’. But the term was in use much
earlier — James Woodforde himself refers to Mr Pitt as ‘the prime
Minister’ on more than one occasion.

However, it may be that the expression was not universally known.
The book Recollections of a Sussex Parson by Edward Boys
Ellman, 1815-1906 (reviewed in the Journal of Summer 2008)
includes an amusing anecdote from the author’s childhood.

His father, John Spencer Ellman, was much engaged with politics in
Sussex, and when Lord Liverpool had to resign in 1827 Ellman was
anxious to know who was to succeed him. He arranged to have a
message brought down from London as soon as the new Prime
Minister was appointed. The news was brought to him by his
groom, a man who evidently only knew the word ‘prime’ as a slang
term denoting approval, for he delivered a more respectful message:
‘Mr Canning is a very good minister’.

Katharine Solomon
Wimbledon
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THE PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY

The Society was founded in 1968 by the Rev. Canon L. Rule Wilson
and may be said to have two main aims: one, to extend and develop
knowledge of James Woodforde’s life and the society in which he
lived, and the other, to provide opportunity for fellow enthusiasts to
meet together from time to time in places associated with the diarist,
and to exchange news and views.

Membership of the Parson Woodforde Society is open to any person
of the age of 18 years and over upon successful application and upon
payment of the subscription then in force, subject only to the power of
the committee to limit membership to a prescribed number.

The Annual membership subscription of £16 (overseas members £25,
student members £10) becomes due on 1 January and should be
forwarded to the Treasurer, Dr David Case, 25 Archery Square,
Walmer, Deal, Kent CT14 7JA.

Website:
www.parsonwoodforde.org.uk
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Suzanne Custance President
Martin Brayne Chairman & Editor
Dr David Case Treasurer
Robert Bates Secretary

Lee Abraham, Jenny Alderson, Revd Peter Jameson, Charles Milnes,
Mary Price, Katharine Solomon

The Parson Woodforde Society is a registered charity no. 1010807



http://www.parsonwoodforde.org.uk

FWB PRINTING LTD WINCANTON SOMERSET BA9 9EB 01963 33755




