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(1792) Saturday, January 28. Received a Letter from
_Brother Sam which inform'd me that Br. Wm. and his
Wife had been in Town where they staid three weeks
and that they return'd home a fortnight ago and
found their little ones well. Whilst they were
in Town they went to the Theatre twice at the
hazard of their Lives. They saw the King and
Queen, Duchess of York &c the first time of her
appearance in Public. They were at the Theatre
and saw their Majesties twice. Mrs. W. lost a
Shoe each time and was very lucky to come off so
well as the croud was very great indeed and there
was two Men kill'd in it on the Night that the
Duchess of York was there. My Br. Sam says that
he would not go through such another croud to see
all the Kings and Queens &c in the World. He has
finished his Picture for Macklens Bible which will
be exhibited in the Poets Gallery next Month. My
deafness just the same, shall put a Teaspoonful of
warm Water into my Ear at Night, it was recom-
mended by Mr. Donne of Norwich to Mrs. Custance by
which she found great benefit after being deaf
more than a twelve Month.

- NANCY WOODFORDE: DIARY
(in Dorothy Heighes Woodforde (ed)
'Woodforde Papers and Diaries' (1932)

pp. 41-2.
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EDITORIAL

It would seem that two lines of enquiry may usefully be
followed in the Journal. One examines the immediate
circumstances and surroundings of Parson Woodforde's life,
and attempts to fill in the domestic background of the
diary. The examination, room by room, of Weston Parsonage,
the essay on the maidservants, or Miss Catharine Symonds!'
recent work on the Parson's activities as a gardener, fall
into this category. The other type of investigation
examines the lives of his friends and members of his
family. This often involves dealing with people and
places far removed from his own familiar envirorment.

In the present instance, Woodforde's nephew Samuel had a
very different kind of career from that of the Country
Parson. I do not think, however, that this in itself
leads to any dilution of interest, nor may we fairly be
charged with irrelevance, in devoting so much space to the
painter. He was surely an interesting enough person in
his own right to merit the detailed treatment accorded to
him here. There is no extant biography, only a handful of
dates and factual statements, mostly inaccurate. As an
artist he has very likely been underestimated and is due
for reconsideration. I should feel very proud if the
essay printed here turned out to be the starting point for
such a reappraisal. This would have to be written in
technical language, and even I were qualified to do it,
the Journal is not the place for it.

I should like to be allowed to end with one of those
stories which illustrate the adage that 'truth is stranger
than fiction'. My Oxford college has just published the
first edition of its 'Who's who', in which I duly appear,
suitably dignified with the title of editor. But what I
edit, according to this source, is the Journal of the
Pargon Woodcorde Society ! There has been no better

Joke since the literary foreigner addressed Mr. Pickwick
as 'Peek Weeks'!'. "Consult", as Captain Cuttle would have
said, "the wollume, and when found, make a note on I"

R.L.W.
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SAMUEL WOODFORDE R.A.

I. INTRODUCTION

Modern psychiatry tells us that children from broken
homes, or from homes where there has been bitter con-
flict between the parents, have a poorer-than-average
chance of achieving a satisfactory emotional life them-
selves. It is interesting to apply this dictum to the
children of Heighes and Anne Woodforde. (a) From the
little we know of her, Juliana seems to have been a
loving nature; perhaps she over-compensated in this

way for her loveless childhood. Nancy had, I suppose,
not much capacity for deep feeling; but then the circum-
stances of her adult life were not such as to favour
emotional growth. After a bad start, chasing his uncle's
servant girls and generally making a nuisance of himself,
Bill apparently settled down to married life in a per-
fectly normal way. It is a fair guess that he dominated
quite easily his pleasant but rather effaced and colour-
less wife. Some verses written long afterwards by one
of his daughters, the younger Juliana, suggest that she
had a happy childhood and was well-loved by both her
parents.

The only one of Heighes! children whose personality
appears to show distinct traces of psychic damage is
Samuel. Ironically and pathetically, this may have come
about because he was the most sensitive, the most vulner-
able, the most helpless of the children. Although, as we
shall see later, Samuel was a professional painter who
came to look upon art chiefly as a way of making money
and rising in the world, he must originally have had an
artist's nature, intuitive and keenly susceptible to
impressions. He was also the youngest of the four, which
means that in his crucial years his parents were already
on very bad terms. Indeed, he may never have known a
time when they were not mutual antagonists. He was two
years old when Woodforde reported "sad quarrels" between
them. He was between seven and eight when they staged
that final marital showdown which the Parson referred

to as "Terrible Works . . . at Allhampton". It sounds



comic to us, reading about it at a comfortable distance
of two centuries. To the child at the time it could well
have been inexpressibly horrifying. And as he grew up,
he would be aware of the difference between his estranged
parents and the parents of other children, living happily
together. He could hardly not have known of the atmos-
phere of scandal surrounding his mother, and of the amb-
iguous status of Ralph, and Francis, and James. In later
life, while his brothers and sisters tended to take sides
one way or another, Samuel never had a discernible trace
of affection for either of his parents.

Indeed, they had no doubt little enough to spare for him,
either: but it would be hard to find anyone in Samuel's
life of whom one could say that he was fond. Very little

_ is known about Samuel's life in any aspect, and practically
nothing about such emotional life as he may have had; and
we must not make assumptions which are not capable of
being proved, or construct theories out of lack of know-
ledge to disprove them. So we must not say that Samuel
had no close friends, simply because we do not know of any.
We are not entitled to assume that his marriage was a
strange or loveless tie, because we know of no details

about it.

However, of one thing we may be sure, Samuel's life was
different in essence from the lives of his country rel-
ations. He left his native place early, and never re-
turned except for short visits. Home and family, which
meant so much to the other Woodfordes, cannot have meant
much to him. '

When we look at him closely, in the pages of his uncle's
diary and elsewhere, he scarcely appears an attractive
character. His egocentricity is less like the self-
absorption of the true artist than like the mere self-
ishness of a man anxious at all costs to grasp the mat-
erial, the tangible rewards of success. There is, no
doubt, a great deal of truth in the adverse verdict passed
- on him by the great J.M.W. Turner:

"Woodforde, he said was incapable of rising
to any height. There seemed to be a leaden
quality in him in respect of his art". ()



It is only fair to remember that Turner made this comment
in the midst of a diatribe in which he slashed right and
left at his fellow-artists. All the same, one does
recognise an element of plausibility about it. The
"leaden quality" appears, not only in some of the paint-
er's work, but recognisably in the actions of his life.

The self-portrait reproduced in Volume V of !'The Diary of
a Country Parson' does not leave a very pleasant im-
pression. It represents an aging man with thinning hair,
and a soulful expression belied by the thin, tight lips.
He looks overdressed and his posture is affected; the
hands, badly drawn, are impossibly slender and gracile.

The portrait is widely known beaause of the great pop-
ularity of the diary. It was for a great many years the
only representation of Samuel that I knew, and of course
my idea of him was largely built on this one portrait.

It was, then, with great surprise that I came upon the
self-portrait which appears on these pages. At present
it is in a storeroom of the Royal Academy at Burlington
House, where I found it, although I can not claim for
myself the merit of an original discovery, since Dr.
Woodforde also knew of it and put a reproduction of it
into his m.s. original 'Family Book!.

I think this is, technically, a much better portrait than
the other. It represents a younger man, and is a most
attractive picture, boldly romantic in its conception.
The alert, intelligent, dark-browed face that looks out
from this composition has no sort of resemblance to the
other portrait. On the other hand, to my thinking at
least, it has certain family likeness to other Woodforde
portraits, notably the picture of Heighes reproduced in
the Journal issue for summer 1971 (Vol. IV, No. 2. p. 7).

Discovering this portrait made me look upon Samuel with
new eyegs. I have no competence as a critic of painting,
and it would not be true to say that I have studied his
paintings and can speak of them with authority. What I
do say is that there is more in his paintings, and more



in him, than I previously thought; and the more I have seen
of both, the more worthy of a certain respect he seems. His
misfortune was that he was an agreeable minor talent in an
age of great painters, and therefore he was soon quite
;forgotten. But it is better to have his sort of ability
than no abllity at.all, and I think he is due for re-
\appraisal.

' 2. EARLY LIFE

' Strange confusions have arisen over such simple matters as
the date and place of Samuel Woodforde'!s birth. I traced
the probable origin of the error concerning the date,
frequently given as '1764', to a misreading of the entry
recording his admission to the Royal Academy schools. The
earliest authority I have seen, Bryan's !'Biographical
Dictionary of Painters, Sculptors and Engraverst (1st.
> edition, two volumes, 1816) printed this mistake, and the
tendency of reference works to copy from one another
ensured its perpetuation. The attribution of Castle Cary
ag the painter's birthplace has had a long run, being
found in nearly all the authorities, including D.N.B. The
tag on the frame of one of Samuel's paintings in the Coun-
cil Offices at Wincanton neatly unites both errors. In
the 1920's Dr. R.E.H. Woodforde wrote to the editor of
'The Farington Diary!, pointing out that Castle Cary was
incorrect, but unfortunately adding to the confusion by
suggesting that the artist was born at Ansford. I seem to
have been the first to estgblish beyond doubt that he was
born at Alhampton, in the parish of Ditcheat, although the
correct date of his birth, 29 March 1763, was already in
the Woodforde 'Family Book'. (c)

There is little about Samuel in Woodforde's early diaries.
At the time he was born, the diarist was at Oxford, and
the event passed unchronicled, as Juliana's birth had done,
three years before. Heighes often brought one or other of

% his older children, usually Bill but sometimes Nancy, to
the Parsonage or the Lower House. Sam being so much
younger had naturally less of his father's attention, but

. from the time he was six or so, he is found occasionally
in Heighes!' company. Twice at least he was the innocent
cause of friction between the brothers. On 18 December

1769 Woodforde wrote: ¥ "Brother Heighes breakfasted,
gupped etc. again at Lower House. His Son Sam breakfasted,

T
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However this may be, Samuel was still very young when he
had his great chance in life. He met Mr. Henry Hoare of
Stourhead.

5. SAMUEL AND THE HOARE FAMILY

In later years, he was typically the kind of man to have
acquaintances rather than friends. But at least once in
hig life, in 1807, he felt on sufficiently intimate terms
with Joseph Farington (1) to tell his fellow-artist the
story of his beginning as a painter. Farington in his turn
was interested enough to copy it down in his famous diary,
and the account runs as follows:-

"Woodforde told me that he was born at a Village near
Cagtle Carey in Wiltshire - That an Uncle of his, an

. Attorney, having business with the late Mr. Hoare of

Stourhead, had carried some drawings which He had made,
when between 16 and 17 years old, to Mr. Hoare, who immedi-
ately offered Him encouragement, allowed Him to draw from
pictures at Stourhead, and then sent Him to London to study
at the Royal Academy - Mr. Hoare died in a few years, but
the Father of the present Sir Richard Hoare, who was the
head Partner of the Banking House, and the first Baronet of
that name, on succeeding to the fortune of his Cousin, Mr.
Hoare of Stourhead, offered to send Woodforde to Italy, and
to allow Him £100 a year for 3 years. Woodforde was then
23 or 4 years of age. He went to Italy, and in 2 years

his Patron died; but His Son, the present Sir Richard

Hoare coming to Rome about that period, promised to con-
tinue the allowance so long as He, Sir Richard, should
remain in Italy, which He did till Woodforde had been ab-
sent from England about 6 years. He then returned with
Sir Richard through Germany to England, and for sometime
after the allowance was continued to Him, and until He told
Sir Richard that He found Himself getting money. - In all
he received from the Hoare family between £1500 and £2000".

(1/2/1807) (a)

This entrybearsmany signs of having been written down from

‘ memory some time after Farington had heard the story. The

location of Castle Cary in Wiltshire is easily understood:
Stourhead ig in Wiltshire. It is harder to comprehend what













































































































































(15) Henry Thomson, son of a purser in the Navy,
wags born in London, 1773. He was a painter
of historical and 'poetical! subjects. Like
Samuel Woodforde he contributed to Boydell's
'Shakespeare Gallery', painting for that coll-
ection both a '"Perdita'! and a 'Scene from
"The Tempest" '. A.R.A. 1804. R.A. 1825. He
retired in 1828 to Portsea, where he died in
1843.
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modest. Of this, £114.12. 6. was for black hangings, and
£30 went for a tablet called the 'Escutchon and Atchieve-
ment!, showing the armorial bearings on a lozenge-shaped

shield to fix in front of the house for a year after the

death.

Mr. K.R. Jones corroborates:— "When I went through old
ledgers of Cox's Bank, dating back to 1758, when a partnez
died an entry was passed which seemed to show that a com-
plete mourning outfit was purchased for each member of the
staff, costing about £70 for ten people".

RABBIT PUDDING (see Journal Vol. V, No. 3. p. 62)

"Cut a small rabbit into small neat pieces and have ready
a few slices of ham or bacon. Line a basin with a good
suet crust. ILay in the pieces of rabbit with the bacon oz
ham intermixed, season to your taste with pepper and salt,
and pour in a cupful of water. Cover the crust over the
top, press it securely with the thumb and finger, and boil
for two hours".

from MISS BERTHA FUGL (an old recipe
of her mother's.)

THE DRS. WILLIAMS AND JENKINS OF REEPHAM
from a letter by Mr. K.R. Jones:

...When the Society visited Reepham a few years ago, I
noticed on the outside wall of one of the two churches an
iron plaque to the memory of Dr. Williams of Stormy, Glam-
organ, who rendered services to Reepham in the 18th.
century. I eventually traced Stormy, near Pyle on the
road west from Bridgend.

A local doctor, who contributed a chapter to Vol I of the
'Glamorgan Historian', told me that the Williams were
farmers at Stormy. A book called 'The Williams of Stormy!
published in 1893, mentioned a David Jenkins, a doctor,
who settled in Norfolk and martried a Miss Elwin, whose
father had been High Sherriff of that county. The Jenkins
and Williams families had intermarried. David Jenkins
attended the Iytton Bulwer family who lived near Reepham,
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at Heydon Hall. Dr. Williams and his relative, Dr.
Jenkins, may have bLeen partners. It seems possible also
that these doctors were known to Parson Woodforde or even
mentioned in the diaries.

There seems to be only one reference in the
printed diary:

(1791) July 25th, Monday ... Harry Dumnn-
ells Wife very bad this Morning in
Childbearing, obliged to send for a Doctor,
and about half an Hour after Dr. Williams

of Reepham had been with her, she was deliv-
ered of a Daughter ... (III, pp.288-9)

Note by ed. of 'Notes and Queries!

'FOX'S BRUSH'. (See diary under date 22/11/1788 - Vol.
ITI, p. 67, and Journal Vol. V., No. 2,

Ps 54 )

"Renard. TUne queue de renard". A mockery. At one time
a common practical joke was to fasten a fox's tail be-
hind a person against whom a laugh was designed.

- Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable,
where a reference is given to a passage
in Rabelais, which reads as follows:

As for the poor masters of arts, he did prosecute
them above all others. When he encountered with any
of them upon the street, he would never fail to put
some trick or other upon them..... (sometimes)pinning
on little fox-tails, or hare-ears behind them, or some
such other roguish prank.

- Rabelais: 'Gargantua' II. 16,
'0f the Qualities and Conditions of
Panurge!. Sir T. Urquhart.
trans.
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NEWS FROM WESTON

PLAN FOR HOMES IN PLACE OF PIG FARM

A museum dedicated to the celebrated Norfolk diarist
Parson Woodforde may be built in his home village of
Weston Longville.

The man behind the scheme is company director and land
owner Mr. Roy Benton, who says he wants to turn Weston
Longville into a garden village.

He has applied to St. Faith's and Aylsham Rural District
Council for permission to establish the museum and build
20 houses in place of his pig farm in the centre of the
village.

Mr. Benton told a reporter that he hoped to use an
existing barn to house the museum, which would have on
show articles mentioned by Parson Woodforde in his
writings.

"Tt would be a museum of articles connected with Parson
Woodforde, Weston Longville and the Norfolk countryside
in general. I am thinking of farm carts, horse troughs,
implements and tools", he said.

Mr. Benton, who is associated with an art gallery at
Weston Longville, stated that he had several articles of
his own suitable for such a museum which would be given
to the village.

"The whole idea is in its infancy and I would welcome
suggestions from other people in the area'", he said.

"I think it would be something nice for the village, and
it could also be used as a meeting room, It would do
away with any commercialisation in the centre of the
village and make it a garden village".

- Bastern Daily Press 21/10/1972

ed. note. Although the form of this news item might
be held likely to perpetuate the unfortunate error that
Woodforde was a Norfolk man, Mr. Benton's interesting
plans deserve every encouragement.
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Particularly welcome are his remarks about avoiding

the commercialisation of the village centre. The
disastrous example of Ringland shows what could so
easily happen, as the suburban area of Norwich spreads
and more and more people move out to the periphery of
the city. Weston could become a sort of twilight
commuters'! zone, neither town nor country; and anything
that might conceivably prevent that indignity is to be
welcomed.

The extract from the 'Eastern Daily Press! 1is here
reprinted by kind permission of the Editor.

T have also received another cutting from the same
source, dealing with the forthcoming sale of Weston
0ld Hall. Members of the Parson Woodforde Society will
be sorry to learn that Mrs. Weston is leaving East
Anglia. She will be remembered with affection, by all
those who last summer enjoyed her charming hospitality,
her friendliness, and the delicious tea provided for
those who attended the gathering. On behalf of all
members, I should like to wish her and her family
happiness in their new home.
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ERRATA AND NOTICES

The couplet from Pope: 'Dunciad! which appears on p.
40 of the last issue of the Journal was misquoted. As
it was intended to clarify Woodforde's mention of the
word 'turtle', the mistake was an unfortunate one, for
the lines, in both the 1728 and the 1743 editions, run
as follows:

Now May'rs and Shrieves all hushed and satiate lay,
Yet eat in dreams the custard of the day.

Please note also:

Journal Vol. V. No. 3.

p. 18, 1. 20: for 'clergymen' read 'clergyméh'

P. 41, 1. 15: for 'Cary Visiter' read 'Castle Cary
Visitor!'.

p. 62, L. 12 -1%, Add date '1796' after "9 August".

Supplement No. 2.

P. v. entry for 29 August 1759, last line:
for 'me! read 'us!

P. ix. entry for 6 August 1760, fourth line:
for 'Jenny' read 'Jemmy!'

p. xviii Note (4) last line:
for 11790' read '1794!

The Annual General Meeting and Gathering of
members in Somerset - 29/30 June and 1 July.

We are most grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Bermard
Mewes and Mr. Winstanley for the exciting
programme devised for our enjoyment this year.
This has necessitated much time, thought and
research on their part. Full details are
enclosed, though same adjustments may be necessary.
Please complete the enclosed "application for
tickets" and return to Mrs. Numns, 11 Hall Farm
Close, Stocksfield, Northumberland, as soon as
possible and not later than 6 June. Please
keep your programme for reference purposes.

M.N.
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