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Dr Thorne came here — whilst we were at Dinner, and
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after Dinner, having a great many Patients to visit —
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People are daily falling down in the reigning illness
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EDITORIAL

The coronavirus has caused, and doubtless by the time you read this
will still be causing, much devastation world-wide so that the affairs
of this Society will inevitably appear parochial, trivial even, in such
a context and the postponement of the annual Frolic until May 2021

hardly more than a very minor inconvenience. Nevertheless, it is not
too grand a claim to remind ourselves that ‘not by bread
alone....... ’. Without cultural and artistic endeavours, without
writing, music and theatre, Life would be but a pale imitation of
what we have all had the good fortune to become accustomed to.

In addition to the pandemic, the global community has been rocked
by the circumstances of the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis
and the consequent reminder that Black Lives Matter. Whilst we
may not all agree with all of the actions and pronouncements made
in the name of that movement, all with an interest in eighteenth
century history must surely welcome the attention which has
subsequently been given to the Slave Trade and its human and
economic impact. Carole Child’s article in the current issue of the
Journal was written prior to Floyd’s death but serves as a timely
reminder that, in the words of the Oxford historian Paul Langford,
slavery was ‘one of the central institutions of the British empire’
and that few lives, however innocent, can have escaped some
contact with that appalling commerce.

Thankfully, not all of the news has been bad. You will be pleased to
learn that by the combined efforts of the Society and the Weston
PCC sufficient funds have been raised to ensure the professional
restoration and re-hanging of Samuel Woodforde’s important
portrait of his uncle, our Parson. This has been a magnificent
achievement from which all concerned can derive a great deal of
satisfaction. Particular thanks must go to John Hurst for his
co-ordination of this great effort.

Congratulations must also go to Margaret Bird on the completion of
30 years of work on the diary of the Norfolk brewer Mary Hardy,
the fruits of which you can read about in the following pages. Itisa
triumph which deserves celebration by all with an interest in diaries
and the history of Norfolk. It was a great pity that the completion of
the final volumes could not be marked, as was planned, with the
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launch at Norwich Cathedral. Here our President considers the
overall achievement whilst the Venerable Bill Jacob focuses on the
spiritual and social forces at work in Mary Hardy’s day in Norfolk.
Congratulations must also go to another of our members, Mr
Francis Witts, the tenth and final volume of whose great-great-
grandfather’s diaries, published as The Complete Diary of a
Cotswold Parson, will appear later this summer.

Jenny Alderson reports that there has been a ‘mini-boom” in the sale
of the Society’s diary volumes, a reflection, no doubt of the increase
in reading generally during the lock-down. My own reading,
reflected in a short piece in the pages which follow, has included the
three volumes of The Letters and Memorials of that witty, acerbic,
hugely intelligent and so sadly unfulfilled woman, Jane Carlyle.
After Jane, I wanted something less sour and full of human life
benevolently perceived and, confined to the country, wanted more
of the city. This meant The Letters of Charles and Mary Lamb in the
volumes edited by E.V. Lucas. People that live in green fields can
easily give the impression, as Wordsworth did to Mary, of doubting
whether ‘a Liver in Towns had a Soul to be Saved’, but there is no
one as eloquent as Charles at praising ‘Streets, streets, streets,
markets, theatres [and] churches’. Following the publication of
Elia’s famous Dissertation upon Roast Pig, incidentally, the Lambs
seem to have been almost as frequent recipients of gifts of pig as the
Test Match Special team (ah! cricket, remember that?) were of
offerings of cake. If Woodforde’s diary had been published in his
lifetime what unexpected gourmet delights might have turned up at
Weston Parsonage! Perhaps not whole pigs but pigs’ ears, certainly.



CHARLES ANSON: ‘A MODEST, SOBER, GOOD
KIND OF MAN’

When James Baldwin, the Rector of Lyng, died in 1783 — news
communicated to Woodforde by ‘the Butcher’s Lad” — he was
succeeded by the absentee pluralist (Rector of Oxnead and Vicar of
Buxton) John Arden. Eventually, without having secured for
himself the posthumous honour of being mentioned in
Woodforde’s diary, Arden resigned the living in 1794 making way
for the recently-ordained Charles Anson. It cannot be a coincidence
that Arden had been the Domestic Chaplain to Anson’s maternal
grandfather, George Venables Vernon, Baron of Kinderton. He
had, presumably, been occupying the living — if not the rectory —
until such time as Charles came of age and qualification.

Charles Anson came from a large family: George Adams Anson and
Mary Venables Vernon having produced eight boys and three
daughters.! George’s mother was the sister of George, the circum-
navigating admiral, and Thomas, a dilettante and creator of most
that is magnificent at Shugborough Hall, Staffordshire. Both of
these brothers died without issue and they were succeeded by their
sister’s son, George Adams, who added Anson to his name and
followed Thomas as MP for Lichfield. Charles’s mother, Mary, was
a daughter of George Venables Vernon, 1st Baron Vernon, of
Sudbury Hall, Derbyshire.

The third son, Charles had entered Christ Church, Oxford, at the age
of 18 in 1788. He graduated BA in 1792 and MA in 1795, between
which times he had been ordained deacon in 1793 and priest the
following year. Both ordinations had taken place at Rose Castle, the
palace of the Bishop of Carlisle, his uncle Edward Venables Vernon
who, in 1808, was to become Archbishop of York and, after
inheriting the Harcourt estates in Oxfordshire, was later to add
Harcourt to his name.2 He died at the age of 90 in 1847.

Charles’s connections were such that within a month of becoming a
priest—on 31 August 1794 — he had been presented to the living of
Lyng by his eldest brother, Thomas. He was 24 years of age. A
fortnight before this, however, he had conducted the marriage
ceremony at Holkham of Thomas ‘of the Parish of Colwick in the
County of Stafford’, to the 15 year-old Anne Margaret Coke,

4



daughter of ‘Coke of Norfolk’, the Earl of Leicester. The parish
register indicates that the couple were married by licence ‘by me
Charles Anson Student of Christ Church Oxford’, where he perhaps
remained in residence for a further two years before, on 8 August
1796, Woodforde wrote in his Diary that —

It being a fine Morning, I drove down to Lyng

And made the Revd Mr Anson rector of that Place
My first Visit. He is but very lately come to reside —
He is quite a young Man, very fair, of great Family —
He has at present two younger Brothers with him

Within a week the visit had been returned. On 13 August —

Mr Anson of Lyng with one of his Brothers, called
On me this Morning and stopped better than 2 Hour —

Although his days as a generous entertainer were drawing to a close
at this stage of his life, the following month Woodforde sent “a note
to Mr Anson of Lyng to desire his and his brothers Company to
Dinner’ but, alas, ‘a genteel Answer’ revealed them to be ‘already
engaged’. A meeting over dinner was further postponed when , in
October, an indisposition meant that he could not take up an
invitation from Mr Stoughton of Sparham to meet the Anson
brothers.

The following spring — that of 1797 — saw a change in the diarist’s
fortunes and on 26 April, he drove his little cart to first Stoughton’s
and then Lyng where ‘Anson being gone to Aylsham’, he left a note
with the housekeeper ‘Mrs Wood who had lived with the Family
upwards of 25yrs’. The note was clearly an invitation to dinner, for
on 1 May Anson paid him ‘a Morning visit” presumably to accept
for the next day

Mr Custance & Son Will™, Mr Anson of Lyng

and Mr Stoughton of Sparham, dined & spent the

Afternoon with us, till near 9 in the Evening —

The entertainment was certainly lavish for —

We gave them to Dinner, Salmon & Shrimp Sauce,

Ham & a Couple of Nice young Chicken boiled,

a saddle of Mutton rosted & plumb Pudding,

Potatoes, Colly-flower, Broccoli, Spinage & Cucumber —
After, 3 rosted Pigeons & asparagus, Damson
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Tarts, Tartlets & Custards — Dessert. Oranges,
Almonds & Raisins, dryed Apples & others —
After Coffee & Tea we got to Cards

Happily for Woodforde, who had spent 1/6d per pound on 5lbs of
the ‘very dear’ fine fresh Salmon, at limited loo he and Nancy
between them won 13/-.

The following week he but not Nancy, ‘there being no Ladies’, was
invited to Lyng, together with Stoughton, Colonel Lloyd, old Mr
Hammerton of Lyng and ‘one Powel a young Farmer’. The table
was comparably, if not quite so splendidly, furnished as was that of
Weston Parsonage —

We had for Dinner, some Rice-Soup, boiled Leg
of Lamb, with the loin fryed & Spinage, baked
plumb Puddings, rost Beef &c — Then Veal Collops
a Fowl rosted with a Pudding in its Breast, Crabbs,
Custards, Cheesecakes &c — Dessert Apples only

What then follows is then best described in the words which the
editor of Volume 15 of the Society’s edition of the Diary, Peter
Jameson, following Beresford, chose to employ:

The next eleven lines are scribbled out and made illegible either
by the Diarist or by someone else; if the later comment in the
entry on the boisterous character of Mr Anson’s other guests is
any guide, they may refer to unseemly behaviour.

Beresford calls it an ‘unseemly carouse’. Feeling unwell,
Woodforde himself left at 8 unlike ‘The other part of the Company
which was to sup there’. The entry concludes —

I feel sorry for Anson as he appears a modest,
Sober, good kind of man — It is much but
they keep him up almost all night, being
pretty good ones at the Bottle.

The two men met once more that year when on 17 July ‘Mr Anson
and a Brother of his’ paid him a visit, staying about half an hour and
‘drinking a Glass of Wine with us’.

More than a year then passes before Woodforde, now almost
house-bound, is next visited by Anson who is ‘with two of his
Brothers, Frederick and [ ]’, unfortunately the name is omitted.
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Shugborough Hall, Staffs — Early home of Charles Anson
(Courtesy of Roy Creamer).

Later that year Woodforde hears from ‘the old Apparitor Tho®
Roberson, aged 80 Years of age’, that the Archdeacon’s Visitation
was to take place on 28 September and ‘the Revd Mr Anson’ has
been appointed Preacher. Woodforde, of course, was unable to
attend so we learn nothing of Charles Anson’s performance in the
pulpit.

There are a number of references in Woodforde’s diary to Anson’s
brothers and, especially, to Frederick.? Frederick, who was nine
years younger than Charles, appears to have visited his brother
during the long, summer vacation when he was a fellow of All
Souls, Oxford. Like Charles, he was ordained by his uncle at
Carlisle. On becoming a priest in 1803 he was straightaway
inducted into the Vernon family church at Sudbury and, four years
later, he married Anne Levett of Little Missenden, Bucking-
hamshire. In 1826 he was made a canon of Southwell and in 1839
was appointed Dean of Chester, a post which he retained until his
death in 1867 at the age of §9.

The 1861 Census gives an interesting glimpse into Frederick’s
home at that time. He was, of course, living in the Deanery (what is
now Bishop’s House) in Abbey Square. Living with him and his
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wife were two unmarried daughters, Lucy and Georgina, and a son,
also Frederick (‘Canon of Windsor’), together with a housekeeper,
two ladies’ maids, a house maid, a kitchen maid, a butler, a footman
and a page (the Bishop, his wife and two daughters, by contrast,
made do with but four servants). One wonders if, in old age, Dean
Frederick ever looked back on the days when he would stay at Lyng
in Norfolk with his brother Charles, where they were looked after
by the family’s faithful Mrs Wood.

As well as making fleeting appearances in the pages of
Woodforde’s Diary, Frederick is also encountered, although not to
best advantage, in one of Maria Edgeworth’s Letters from England.
In 1818 she was visiting relatives in the Midlands and at Foston
Hall, just a couple of miles from Sudbury —

We met no one.....but a Mr Frederick Anson, brother of Lord
Anson’s, who had been years ago a rejected lover of Miss Sneyd’s
[of Byrkley Lodge, Staffs, and a cousin of Maria’s] and who has
since consoled himself with a wife and ‘6 squalling brats’. How
casily affairs of the heart are settled by most men.”

If Frederick’s brother Charles was ever similarly afflicted he never
did ‘console himself” for he remained unmarried.

Back at Lyng at the turn of the century, Charles, in addition to
paying an annual visit to the ailing Woodforde, would also send him
gifts — on one occasion a leash of partridges, and on another some
gudgeons, which were fried to accompany a goose. Following a
visit paid on 13 July 1801, Woodforde —

Sent Briton this Morn’ to Mr Anson’s of Lyng

after a Puppey promised me by him, and a

very nice little bitch he sent me back, a reddish

Colour, all over — quite of the fairy Size, there=
=fore we name her Mab

The last we hear of Anson in the Diary is on 8 February 1802 when—

Mr Press Custance told Briton this Morning (by whom
[ sent to him Weston House Newspapers) that

he received a Letter from Mr Anson of

Lyng, now at Bath, & desired his Compt. to us.

In 1804 Charles was given another Norfolk parish by his brother
Thomas, that of Mautby, near Great Yarmouth, and the following
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year, doubtless owing to the influence of his uncle Edward, he was
made Archdeacon of Carlisle — a role in which he was preceded by
the theologically hugely influential William Paley — and Rector of
Great Salkeld, a few miles from Penrith. As W.M. Jacob has pointed
out, at this time diocesan officers, such as archdeacons, needed to be
pluralists because their only income otherwise would be from the
fees collected from clergy at their visitations and in their courts.” At
the time of his death in 1827 Anson still held all three, widely
separate livings (even the Norfolk parishes were more than 30 miles
apart). My assumption was, however, that his duties as archdeacon
would necessarily mean a move to the Eden valley, probably to the
remarkable fortified rectory at Great Salkeld. However, an
examination of the Lyng parish registers shows that it was there that
Charles Anson chose to spend by far the greater part of his time.

Conclusive evidence of Anson’s preference for the banks of the
Wensum comes from his will.¢ It was made three years before his
death which was in 1827 and is dated — ‘this 25™ day of April 1824
Lyng’. It is an unusually informal document, suggesting that it was
made in something of a rush — “As I may not from circumstances
have an opportunity afforded me of putting it into a more legal
form”.” He remained unmarried and the principle beneficiaries
were his surviving brothers and sisters and his god-children but of
interest too, not least because it says something of the focus of his
concerns, is the very first stipulation —

I wish my landed property in this parish to be sold towards

payment of my just debts but that the portion of it lying

intermixed with the pleasure ground belonging to the parsonage

shall be offered to the next incumbent at a fair and saleable price

without making any extraordinary charge.®

To James More he gave fifty pounds for his faithful service’ and to
‘William Cook and George Cook, sons of my old valued servant
William Cook I bequeath the sum of fifteen pounds each towards
placing them out in some trade or business’ and, ‘as a trifling token
of friendship and remembrance’ he left 19 guineas to William
Repton, Solicitor of Aylsham and son of the famous landscape
gardener, Humphry.

Not only did Charles Anson live at Lyng, he must have grown to
love the place for the very last line of his will reads: ‘It is my wish
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started to keep a count of the number of slaves who were whipped
and the number of lashes each received. The whipping went on for
over three hours. At one point Dr Cassin told Huggins that it “was
enough” but Huggins replied that he did not want his advice. While
it was true that many of the planters, greatly outnumbered by their
slaves, were frightened that if they didn’t keep absolute and total
control they might rise up in revolt against their masters, the
brutality used that day went far beyond the normally accepted levels
of punishment and, inexplicably, those viewing the proceedings did
nothing to stop it. Dr Cassin was also a magistrate and one of two
magistrates present and what happened far exceeded what the law
allowed. Burke’s careful score laking showed that a total of 2,386
lashes had been administered to 9 men and 10 women. One of the
women, a girl called Fanny, received 291 lashes and died some
three weeks later.

When word got around Huggin’s actions were bad enough for the
Island’s Assembly to order a trial. This started in May 1810 and
lasted for 10 days with Dr Cassin called as a witness. Employed by
Huggins he had attended to the slaves after their beatings, but
played down their injuries. Later he seems to have developed a
conscience about what he had said as he changed his story and as a
result lost his job. Perhaps Dr Crosse, who would also have been
reliant on an income obtained from the plantation owners, decided
to keep quiet as his testimony was simply that he had been present
during the floggings and that John Burke’s tally was correct. It
didn’t matter anyway as it was little more than a show trial as the
jury was rigged heavily in Huggins’ favour and he was found not
guilty. However this was not the end of the story, as some of the
slaves turned for help to James Tobin’s son James Webbe Tobin
who was then managing the family’s Stony Grove plantation on
Nevis. Tobin Jr. was a radical thinker and was friendly with the
poets Wordsworth, Coleridge and Southey. Holding quite opposite
views to his father and being a vocal critic of slavery, he launched
into a war of words with the authorities and in the press.

Sending a letter to Hugh Weeks, the Governor of the Leeward
Islands, he wrote that the verdict meant that ‘every overseer in the
country, however ignorant or brutal” was ‘left at full liberty to whip,
mutilate and destroy at pleasure the Slaves committed to his care’
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and ended the letter by stating that he himself ‘exists only by the
labour of negro slaves, and from them derives most of the comforts
he enjoys, as well as those advantages of education, which have
taught him what, in return, he owes to them. If it is their lot, in this
world to labour, it is his duty to render their existence happy by the
right exercise of his understanding and the cultivation of every good
feeling with which he is endowed.” The following year saw the
execution in the British Virgin Islands of Arthur Hodge, the only
white plantation owner ever to be hanged for the murder of a black
slave. Both cases caused questions about the treatment of slaves to
be raised in Parliament. Although the slave trade had legally been
abolished in 1807, the transportation of slaves continued in the
Caribbean until 1811, but the shock of the Huggins case and
Tobin’s reaction to it, all added to the growing feeling in Britain that
the entire system of slavery must stop.

Dr Crosse died in 18237 and was buried with his brother John Tobin
Crosse and his Tobin relatives at Figtree on Nevis. He gave a life
interest in his properties on the Island to Lucretia Griffin, a free
coloured woman, and ‘my mulatto girl named Frances’ (probably
his mistress and daughter?) and directed that Frances was to be
made free of her slavery. After their deaths everything was to pass to
his brother George and his family back in England. Richard Crosse,
the infant that James had privately baptised at Thurloxton in 1763,
was still alive in 1803 as he was mentioned in his father’s will8. It
has proved difficult to trace his later life, but it is quite possible that
he too made a life on Nevis. Britain finally abolished slavery in
1833 at which time the government set up a fund of £20m to pay
compensation — not to the finally freed slaves — but to their owners.
In 1836 a man called Josiah Nicholson, acting as executor of the will
of Richard Crosse, a planter of Charlestown Nevis, made a
successful claim for compensation of £39 17s for two slaves who he
said had been owned by Crosse. The family ties that they shared
with the Tobins took the Crosse family far away from Somerset and
the remote little village of Thurloxton, where their ancestors had
lived quietly for centuries, to a world where greed, exploitation and
cruelty produced great wealth for Britain through the evil that was
the sugar trade.
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OBITUARY - David J. Williams (1932-2020)

Itis with great sadness that we must report the loss to the Society of
David Williams who for many years assisted his wife Ann in
making arrangements for the annual Frolic. Ann and David met
when students at King’s College, London in the early 1950s and
were married at All Saints, Weston Longville, Ann’s parish church,
in September 1956. On graduation, David had joined the Standard
Telegraph & Cable Company where he was involved in the early
development of computer technology. In the 1960s the couple
moved to Buenos Aires where David was involved in the
installation of a computer system in the city’s banks. After four
years in Argentina they moved back to the UK where David became
a Senior Manager with the firm — now ICL — based at Kidsgrove in
Cheshire. There they spent six years before David was transferred
to Bracknell and they were able to settle down in Wokingham.

David couldn’t bear to see things not being done . When Ann met
him he was student president of the Science Faculty at King’s where
he was also a founder of the Sceptics Society (whilst he was a ‘doer’
he was also a ‘thinker’). It was whilst they were living in Cheshire
that the children, Carol and Stephen, were born and David was a
particularly active and practical member of the Elford School PTA.
He also became treasurer and then Chairman of the British
Humanist Association.

Ann and David joined the PWS in 1991 and Ann was soon recruited
onto the Committee. Her greatest contribution was in the
organisation of Frolics, especially in Norfolk but on one occasion in
Bath. But these were always joint efforts in which Ann and David
combined to bring about a succession of highly successful
gatherings; Ann always being the first to acknowledge that their
efficient organisation owed much to David’s computing and
logistical skills. That the Society continues to flourish owes much to
the intelligence, energy and ‘behind-the-scenes’ contribution of
David Williams.

To Ann, Carol, Stephen, and the grandchildren we pass on our
sympathy at the loss of a remarkable man.
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LEAVES FROM AN UNWRITTEN JOURNAL
Aunt Bodham of South Green (1796-1804). Pt. VI (cont.)

Mary Barham Johnson inherited a great number of family papers
and portraits which no doubt did much to inspire her keen interest
in the lives of her forebears and, especially, in that of Anne Bodham.
In 1984 she presented a copy of this unwritten journal to the History
Group of the Mattishall Society. It was composed by Mary from a
variety of sources, including Parson Woodforde s Diary and family
letters and other papers and amounts to a most interesting
biography of one of the Rotation Club s most attractive characters.

We are grateful to Mrs Iris Coe of Mattishall for transcribing the
Journal’ from the MS and to Mary’s great-nephew Dr Martin
Sharman for blessing an enterprise of which this is the eighteenth
instalment. (Ed.)

1804

Fri. Jan. 20.
Paid for Mrs Heath’s Head Dress £4.2.6, Muslin 8% and 6%, six
pocket Handkerchiefs £1.2.0, Spectacles 10° 64,

Mon. Jan. 23.

Washing 6%, whalebone 34, Lavender Water 1599, Lett™ 25 74. Gales
and storms in Norfolk — much talk of Invasion, but trust the weather
will prove unfavourable.

Tues. Jan. 24.

To Hampstead to call upon dear Nancy Woodforde. Grey silk
Handkerchief4s 94, Lace 1'% yds for H.T. [her maid Hannah Turner]
65 94, Knife for Do. 15, knife for myself 25, Almanack 1% 84, Gloves
3s 64, Salt Bottle &c 58.

Wed. Jan. 235.
To Camberwell to see Mrs Breach (late Mary Donne) and her 5 little
children. Coaches 118 84,

Fri. Jan. 28.
To Covent Garden — ‘The English Fleet in 1342 — Ticket 68,
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Mon. Jan. 31.
Letters 15 24, paid Hannah 15 84, washing 5% 54, Pencil 58 64, Gloves
2s 3d, Powder 1s 6d, Cotton &c 2s.

Tues, Feb. 1.
Paper &c 25 24, pens 15 64, letter 89, netting twist 25.

Fri. Feb. 4.
To Covent Garden — ‘The Cabinet’ — Ticket 6%, Coach 55 64,
washing 4 94,

Wed. Feb. 8.

Paid into Housekeeping Purse £10. Hear from dear Mrs Hewitt that
her Brother was greatly distressed when he learnt, from an
acquaintance in the street, of dear Anne’s marriage. She fears he is
now running after her husband’s Cousin Fanny Brooke, which
would be a most unsuitable alliance, her Father having died insane.
Paid for ticket to ‘Messiah’ 135 69, Shoes £1.5.6, Coaches 105 1144,
washing 4s 24,

Fri. Feb. 17.
Gave my dear Anne £15.

Sat. Feb. 18.

Recd by Messrs. Barclay &c in Lombard St £50 drawn from my
money in Gurney’s Bank, Norwich. Paid for cold cream 25, cotton
2s, Thimble 23, Otto of Roses 23, Coach to Mr Newton’s 25 44, gave
him 25 64 for the Bill against Slavery, cotton box 75 64, Muslin for
Hannah 25 34, washing 5% 79, Miss A. Donne for Anne’s hat £1.16.0,
netting silk 3% 69, Gloves 35 64,

Fri. Feb. 24.

Took Nancy Woodforde the £10 she had requested of me. Paid for
pins &c 15 69, Nail brush &c 15 64, washing 65 149, sweet meats
1s 64,

Sun. Feb. 26.
Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s for the King’s Recovery. A most
resplendant Procession.
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Mon. Feb. 27.

To the Wrights. Coach and Servant 55 64, letters and parcel 45 49,
Silk gown dyeing 6 64, netting silk and pins 15 64, paid Mrs Reina
for Anne’s Pelice £6.18.0, Do. for my gown’s making &c £1.10.7,
brush 94, ribbon 94, at Confectioners 1.

Wed. Feb. 29.
Paid for Anne’s Piano Forte repairing, £5.14.0.

Thurs. Mar. 1.
To Camberwell. Coach there and back 10s, for the little Feildes
school purse one guinea, Mrs Feilde’s servant 28 64,

Sat. Mar. 3.

To Drury Lane — ‘The Soldier’s Daughter’ — Ticket 95, Coachman
28 64, washing 5% 64, purse tassels 28 69, letters and parcel from
Norwich 25 84, Coach shopping 58, parcel 15 109, figs 15 44, letters
1s 34,

Sat. Mar. 10.

To Covent Garden — ‘The Wheel of Fortune’ — Mr Kemble as
Pendruddock. ‘The afterpiece ‘The Paragraph’ with Mr Braham’s
music. Coach 78 64, Ticket 65.

Mon. Mar. 12.
To Covent Garden — Mrs Siddons as Lady Macbeth. ‘The
Paragraph’ again. Ticket 63, Coach 75.

Tues. Mar. 13.
To Merlin’s Museum — wonderful mechanical inventions. Ticket
3s, Coach 1.

Wed. Mar. 14.
To Oratorio — ‘Creation’ and ‘Acis and Galatea’ — Tickets 65, Coach
55 69, Letter from Hemblington 89, hartshorn &c 15 24, omitted
washing 5% 69,

Fri. Mar. 16.
Muslin for Mrs Hewitt’s Handkerchief £3.5.0. One doz. four-
pronged Forks for Dr and Mrs Donne £11.18.6.
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Sat. Mar. 17.
A pair of walking shoes &c 108 69, purse twist and rings 6 64, Coach
to Mrs Donne’s 15, omitted for gown making 115 64,

Mon. Mar. 19.
Gave little William Wright a Guinea. Washing 10s 14,

Tues. Mar. 20.

Muslin for Handkerchiefs Mrs C.D. 8 64, a handker<f £1.14.0.
Borrowed of Mrs Donne Senior £50. Recd from Messrs Gurney’s
Bank £22.10.0. Coach to Miss Woodforde 15 69, to Hannah &
Riches for a Play (‘Pizarro’) 85, Spence’s powder & brushes for
Teeth 95, preserved Ginger 25 64, pins and brush 185, Coach 63, letters
15 44, a great Coat for Mrs Balls 3 Guineas, Do. for myself 3
Guineas, for Fillets as by rec's £4.2.0, washing 85 64.

Wed. Mar. 21.
To the Wrights. Lost at cards 75, Coach 75, Nurse 25 64,

Fri. Mar. 23.

Gave my dear Anne £10. Mail Coach for myself and Hannah 4
Guineas, Coach to Charing Cross and back 4%, Coachman and
Guards 4%, Tea at Thetford 35, omitted to Servants for a Play 5% each,
158, Pelice for dear Kitty £1.9.0. Post Chaise from Norwich home
13s 94, Postilion 25 64. Omitted for Lodging rooms in London
£22.1.0.

Sat. Mar. 24. South Green
Sent Mrs Donne the £50 I owed her from Gurney’s Bank.

Tues. Mar. 27.
Mr Wright called. Paid him for various articles during my absence
One Guinea. Recd at the Bank of Messrs Gurney £550.

Mon. April 2.

Paid Mr Collison, Trustee for Charles Hewitt, £500 and recd the
Bond. This is now the whole sum owing from Mr Bodham’s
Legacy, with Interest. Heard that little Kitty Hewitt is to be
christened at Holt Church on Friday, she having been done only
privately at birth and never taken to Church. Now that she is 6 years
old she will be able to answer for herself.
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Sat. April 14.

To Dereham to see dear Mrs Hewitt and Kitty who are on a visit to
Dr Johnson. Kate hears that the Brookes are at Bath, and much fears
that her brother will go after Fanny on the excuse of visiting Lady
Hesketh. Recd of Miss Perowne for Muslin and 2 Head-dresses for
Mrs Hewitt and herself £5.9.0.

Sat. May 26.

General Fast yesterday. Buonaparte is to be crowned in Paris! How
I feel for the poor King in exile. Sister Balls paid me 3 Guineas for
her Coat and £1.8.0 from Mrs Heath for her Fillet.

Sun. June 10.

My last Sunday here. Bade Farewell to many friends after Church.
Gave Mr Smith a sovereign for his children. It is 25 years since |
came to South Green as a Bride. I pray that dear Anne and Edward
Donne may be as happy as [ have been, but be spared the sadness [
suffered. Tomorrow we remove to Swaffham.
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THE PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY

The Society was founded in 1968 by the Rev. Canon L. Rule Wilson
and may be said to have two main aims: one, to extend and develop
knowledge of James Woodforde’s life and the society in which he
lived, and the other, to provide opportunity for fellow enthusiasts to
meet together from time to time in places associated with the diarist,
and to exchange news and views.

Membership of the Parson Woodforde Society is open to any person
of the age of 18 years and over upon successful application and upon
payment of the subscription then in force, subject only to the power of
the committee to limit membership to a prescribed number.

The Annual membership subscription of £16 (overseas members £25,
student members £10) becomes due on 1 January and should be
forwarded to the Treasurer, David Atterbury Thomas, 47 St John’s
Road, Blackheath, London SE3 7JW.

Website:
www.parsonwoodforde.org.uk

Indexes to all past Journals may be accessed from the website
under ‘Publications’.
The indexes cover Subjects, Names, Places and Authors.

PARSON WOODFORDE SOCIETY COMMITTEE 2019/20

Professor Richard Wilson President
Martin Brayne Chairman & Editor
Lee Abraham Secretary
David Atterbury Thomas Treasurer (General)
Peter McKay Treasurer (Gift Aid)

Jenny Alderson, Robert Bates, Dr David Case, Diana McKay,
Brian Richardson, Katharine Solomon.

The Parson Woodforde Society is a registered charity no. 1010807
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