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[1781]
Septem: 1 —

Sept: 2 —

I breakfasted, dined, supped & slept again at home —
Nancy breakfasted, dined &c. &c. here again —

One Ginn of Norwich an Upholsterer (and whom I never

saw but once before & that at M". Carrs) and another Person
with him one Gay an elderly Man who I never saw

before, both called at my House this morning about 9 o’
clock and drank some fresh Beer & eat some Bread

& Cheese being returning from Shooting— they had killed

2. brace of Birds — did not offer me any of them —

It was making I think rather too free with my House —
They are at M". Press Custances —

M. Press Custance sent me this Night 2. brace of Partridges —

Morn’ excessive hot again — S-
Afternoon — ditto — SW

I breakfasted, dined, supped & slept again at home —
Nancy breakfasted, dined &c. here again —

To M. Ringars Harvest Men gave a Largess of— 0: 1: 0
To Mr. Peachmans Ditto — 0:1:0
To M. Kerrs Ditto — 0:1:0
My Servants Will & Lizzy went to a Harvest Frolick
at Harry Dunnells this Evening — a good many People
there — amongst the rest Young the Schoolma[s]ter who
was scalded very much by a Kettle of hot Water, he
being very drunk indeed there as was said —

Morn® cloudy but hot — ENE -
Afternoon — cooler — NEN

~ James Woodforde: Diary of the first six years
in Norfolk 1776-1781 — Volume III, 1780-1.
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EDITORIAL

As Editor of the Journal, it is alike my duty and my pleasure to
break new ground whenever possible, showing Woodforde
himself in a fresh light or supplying a new context to his
activities. This has been done here, I submit, in two quite
different ways.

First, the excellent article by our Chairman which I am
delighted to publish here gives for the first time details of the
Parson’s involvement with freeemasonry. This may have been
only one more of his immediately vivid but transient and short-
lived enthusiasms, abandoned as soon as he left Oxford and the
society of other masons; but while it lasted he attended the
meetings with great assiduity and showed a considerable
interest in the proceedings. All this Mr. Bunting has recorded
for us, and also added much valuable information about
eighteenth century freemasonry in general. We are all indebted
to him for this work.

It may appear rather more than inconsistent that, having so long
opposed the preoccupation of those who think about Woodforde
only in connection with food, I should turn right round and
produce an article on that very topic. I can plead in my own
defence only that, perhaps for the first time, it at least attempts
to provide a field of serious enquiry, which may serve as a
starting-point for other enquiries, to be carried on by those who
know more about this aspect of eighteenth century social
history than I. The first part compares the food habits of the
people of Woodforde’s time and class with our own. The
second part ventures to enquire what people lived on if they
were not fortunate enough to be possessors of a living in the gift
of New College, Oxford. Everyone who has ever done any
historical research knows that, in all epochs with the possible
exception of our own, the lower down the social scale you go the
harder it becomes to find out anything of value. If we wish to
ask about the ordinary diet of labourers’ families, none of the
answers to any questions that might be put are forthcoming
from the diary, so for once it is necessary to go right away from
our usual primary source and seek other sources of information.






CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

It is in the nature of things that the latest Membership List,
recently circulated, will contain minor errors of one sort and
another. One such has already been noted, the incorrect date
printed on the cover. As previously announced, the list shows
membership to the end of 1983; a supplementary, to be issued
early next year, will include the names of members joining in
1984. I shall be obliged if any member whose name or address
is in any way incorrect will write to me immediately. Amend-
ments received in time will be included in the supplementary
list.

With the publication of Norfolk III it is perhaps timely to
remind members that copies of other of the Society’s publi-
cations are still available. Ansford I (1759-1763) may be
purchased at the advantageous price of £4.00, postage included,
while Norfolk II (1778-1779) is obtainable for £7.00, again
with postage paid. Both volumes are extensively annotated by
our editor. Members requiring copies should write directly to
me. The new volume, Norfolk III (1780-1781) at £8.50 will
also be available.

For the benefit of newer members I should like to mention again
that a register is maintained of those seeking copies of earlier
editions of the printed diaries and associated volumes, including
secondhand copies. Members interested are invited to write to
me directly. Similarly, members wishing to dispose of Wood-
forde material may care to contact me.

By the time that these notes reach you your committee will have
met in London to consider a number of matters affecting the
Society. Not least among these will be the future of our annual
Frolic. It is appreciated that many members will be reluctant to
see major changes; the facts must be faced, however, that the
event is increasingly difficult to arrange and, inevitably, more
costly. It is hoped that we shall be able to bring you some news
about this before long.

I should also like to take this opportunity of reminding members
that annual subscriptions are due early in the New Year.
Prompt remission of the appropriate sums saves a good deal of
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given to the movement, following the rise of scientific and
humanist speculation so that, by the dawn of the eighteenth
century, a gradual expansion began. Benevolence and charity
became the accepted rationale of the movement.

It is difficult to assess from diary evidence alone the strength of
the lodge into which Woodforde was initiated, or to calculate its
influence on university matters in particular. That there was a
fair degree of inter-relationship is self-evident since analysis
reveals that members, including senior university officials and
office holders, were drawn from at least seven of the colleges.
Brasenose and Pembroke, Exeter and Christ Church, Magdalen
and New College are all mentioned in the diary as providing
lodge members, while from other sources Balliol is also listed.
As might be expected from one of Woodforde’s habit, he
recorded meticulously in his diary the occasions upon which he
attended lodge meetings as well as listing the names, and
sometimes masonic degree, of those brethren he met there. Of
course, the same men are mentioned time and again in the diary
in connection with matters which have nothing to do with free-
masonry but are related either to university business or
ordinary social intercourse.

It was in the entry for 21 April 1774 that Woodforde first
mentions the lodge and his membership:

I went with Holmes to the Free-Masons

Lodge held this Day at the New Inn, was there
admitted a Member of the same and dined

& spent the Afternoon with them —

The Form & Ceremony on the Occasion

I must beg leave to omit putting down —

Robert Holmes, a Fellow of New College and later, after
Woodforde’s death, Dean of Winchester, had first met the
diarist in the previous year. According to Woodforde’s own
entries they were frequently in one another’s company and had
obviously struck up some form of affinity. Although there is no
direct diary evidence, the matter of Woodforde’s possible
membership of the lodge had first been mooted early in 1774
and was therefore most likely connected with his election to the
office of Sub-Warden of his college in December 1773.
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Whether or not this is so, the Alfred Lodge minute book reveals
that a proposal for Woodforde’s membership had been made in
January 1774. It is noted that the proposal, made by the then
W J W, was to be referred to a ballot to be held on the occasion
of the next lodge night. This took place on 10 February and,
after the voting, the lodge resolved that Woodforde be admitted.

These, then, were the events leading up to the meeting on 21
April. According to that same minute book Woodforde was
entered as an Apprentice and paid the appropriate fees. Oddly
enough, the sum recorded by the diarist as being paid, £3.5.0,
does not accord with the lodge records. Here the admission fee
of £2.2.0., a term subscription of 10s.6d. and the obligatory
charity payment of 2s.6d. add uptoonly £2.15.0 or ten shillings
less than Woodforde’s own figure. It is impossible to account
for the discrepancy, although it would not be the first of his
arithmetical errors if the mistake were his.

Less than three weeks later, on 5§ May, Woodforde attended the
lodge for the second time. The diary entry for the day reads:
“...I'was promoted higher. . . For some fees at my Promotion
£1.15.0d.” The lodge minute book gives us a little more detail of
the nature of this elevation. Woodforde ceased to be a mere
Apprentice and as duly recorded: *“. . . was passed Fellow
Craft”; this being a position midway between that of a new
recruit and full membership. On this occasion there was no
difference in the two records over fees, the one guinea entered
by Woodforde being exactly that shown by the lodge book. It
was a well attended meeting. Woodforde names 16 other
brothers, including his friend Holmes who had originally
introduced him.

There is no record of a meeting during Woodforde’s short
absence from Oxford in late May but he was back for the
meeting of 16 June when he was to be further promoted. A day
or so before this Woodforde bought his apron, a feature then, as
now, of masonic dress. He described it as of “white Leather
lined with white Silk & silver Tossills™, and it cost him 13s.0d.
The meeting itself was held at the early hour of 9.00 a.m. and,
following a breakfast, Woodforde together with another brother
was made a Master Mason. According to the lodge minutes he
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was “raised to the DIGNITY of MASTER . . .”. Once again the
fees recorded in the two accounts coincide: £1.1.0. for the
promotion and 10s.6d. for the medal signifying his new degree.
His first appearance, fully qualified as it were, was at a special
meeting held little more than a week later, on 24 June. This was
the grand festival day of the lodge when no fewer than 27 of the
brethren were present. It was the meeting of the year at which
the officers were chosen and the last before the summer recess.
It was certainly a lengthy affair. Woodforde records that it
began at 1.00 p.m. and did not break up until 8.00 in the
evening. Much of this time would certainly have been taken up
with the “very elegant Dinner”” he mentions. John Napleton,
later to become a Canon of Hereford and a leading reformer of
the university system Woodforde so much enjoyed, was made
R W M - “chaired” as Woodforde put it. Dr. Wall, Martin
Wall the future Professor of Clinical Medicine, became W S W,
and Thomas Velley of St. John’s the W J W. To round off the
occasion six of the members were raised to the degree of Master
Mason. Woodforde was no longer the ““new boy”.

Woodforde’s official duties as Pro-Proctor and Sub-Warden
detained him in Oxford until early in September, although they
were not onerous enough to preclude a good deal of wining and
dining. Some of this conviviality was in the company of
masonic brethren, including dinners at the New Inn, the
habitual venue of lodge meetings. It is unlikely, however, that
these gatherings were in the nature of official meetings, but
simply social events. One such took place in July and another in
late August when Woodforde used his influence to secure the
admission to hospital of a waiter, one of those who regularly
served the freemasons at their lodge dinners. By early October
Woodforde was back at New College but it was to be a full
month before the Alfred Lodge reconvened. Woodforde made
his usual list of those present and noted that he had paid his
quarterly subscription. A similar meeting in the month follow-
ing is noteworthy only because Woodforde, in his diary entry
for 10 November 1774, sheds a little light on what actually took
place on at least one occasion. Woodforde notes that Martin
Wall presided as R W M, which must indicate that it was
customary for the *“chair” to be taken by the Senior Warden in
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very complaisant and civil tho’ a visit so long due to him from
me. I drank a dish of Coffee, and one dish of Tea there and
returned home,” adding that “Mr. Attle has a noble House and
his Fields about him look exceeding neat and well — He built the
House himself and it cost 1000- Pound.” Maybe the serving of
both coffee and tea was expected with this standard of living?

Miss Penny Taylor writes: “Tea, coffee and chocolate were all
introduced into England in the 1650s, and seem to have been
served together, although chocolate (in a two-handled cup with
a lid) became more of an “early morning” drink. Fanny
Boscawen’s letters mention that she was in the habit of drinking
both, and account for her being unwell ““by drinking both coffee
and tea at breakfast.”” (1799).

A Worcester cup of the period in my possession holds three
fluid ounces, about average for the conventional coffee cup.
Life in a Noble Household refers to individuals having their
own sets of cups. Lady Margaret Russell (1685) had a set
(number unspecified) of “tea dishes” costing £1.14.0. and,
three years later, bought a set of six, costing £1.4.0. While in
residence in Oxford Woodforde records the purchase of “*half a
Dozen stone Coffee Cups”, and the Parsonage sale inventory
includes ““12 blue and white cups and saucers, and six china
breakfast do”: also “11 cups and saucers and 3 basons™.

The date of the introduction of ““afternoon tea™, complete with
plates, is difficult to trace, but it was well established as a
separate meal by the 1840s (Charlotte Bronté). I imagine it
came when the dinner hour became earlier and supper later.

Mr. George Bunting refers to Trollope. In A Small House at
Allington, the penultimate Barchester novel, one of the char-
acters is Adolphus Crosbie, one of Trollope’s near-villains. He
jilts Lily Dale, the gentle daughter of a widow, for Lady
Alexandrina De Courcy. His punishment, after marriage, is
dullness and boredom. It is related of him that, after a dreary
dinner, ‘he would go upstairs, and have, first a cup of coffee,
and then a cup of tea”. This reads as an element of farce, until it
is realised that it was probably normal behaviour.
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A Chelsea tea service, evidently new, sold by Mr. Christie on
17 February 1770, links the tea and coffee correspondence
with the “curious Cabinet” (Journal XVII, 2, Notes &
Queries).
Lot 70 A very curious and matchless tea and coffee equipage,
crimson and gold, most inimitably enamelled in figures, from the
designs of Watteau, consisting of 12 tea cups with handles and
saucers, six coffee ditto, tea pot and stand, slop bason, sugar
dish and cream ewer 431 Is.’

The use of the word ““curious” seems to confirm that when
Woodforde bought his “curious cabinet” he meant “well
made”’, a meaning corroborated by O.E.D.

Hake — see Five Weston Poor Law Documents (Journal X VII.

3,23 ed)

1. Chambers’ Dictionary: ““A hook, especially a pot hook.”

2. From Dick Joice: ““Over the Fire in the living Room was a
Hake on which mother allus hung the big iron kettle (held a
gallon water), a Big Boiler, or the Frying Pan (Frying Pan
allus hung over the Fire.)”

3. From Beatrix Potter: The Tale of Samuel Whiskers: “He
Jjumped right up into the chimney, balancing himself on the
iron bar where the kettle hangs.”

From Miss Bertha Fiigl of Norwich, who adds: *“ ‘Black as the
hakes’ is still said by some ancient people.”

From The Vocabulary of East Anglia (1830) Robert Forby;
David & Charles reprints: ““Hake, s. a pot hook. The progress
is: hook, hoke, hake; but this is inverted order. Qurs is the
ancient word from which the others came.” (Ed. Notes &
Queries).

Notes on the Widows’ Cottages, Greensgate, Weston Longville
Miss Penny Taylor writes: Note the following reference to the
Widows™ Charity: “Will™ Large who now lives in the Cottage
where Johnny Heavers did (belonging to the Widows Charity)
given by one Chapman to these poor Widows — called on me
this Morn’ ... —Beresford V, 289 — 13/12/1800.
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The cottages would appear to have been at least two attached
buildings. In 1761 one was occupied by John Grave
(Greaves ?) and the other(s) by four widows, who would be
unlikely to have had a whole cottage apiece. Presumably the
“other cottage” was allocated to paupers, failing a supply of
widows. The rent seems to have been £3.0.0 p.a. for each, but
what the conditions of tenancy were is not clear — Woodforde
notes various occasions when he was paid rent, usually around
14 December.

In 1793 (not 1791) both buildings appear to have been housing
families, not widows— Peachman, whose house was burnt down
on Easter Sunday, and Heavers, whose cottage narrowly
missed the fire — hence the assumption that the buildings were
attached. The Peachmans were no doubt rehoused by the
parish, and J.W. notes on 17/5/1793 that it was decided to
“build a Barn for the other Cottage.” This was finished on
11/6/1793.

The Heavers continued in occupation until 1798, and on 14
December Squire Custance asked Woodforde to allow William
Large, who had succeeded Thurston as parish clerk, “to have
John Heavers’s House & Land if he leaves the same as Mr. C.
would wish to have him live nearer Weston-House as he works
continually there and to live where poor Tom Thurston did.”

When Large paid the rent in 1800 it had risen to £5.0.0.
Perhaps it was increased after the barn was built and more land
added.

A NOTE ON AUTHORITY VERSUS JOHN PEDDLE

In the second of the two articles, published in the last issue of
the Journal, written to illustrate some aspects of Woodforde’s
activity as a Pro Proctor of the University, I putin a few words
about the performers at the Sheldonian Theatre on that
afternoon, or evening, when Woodhouse and Peddle made such
nuisances of themselves.

Mary Linley, indeed, is well enough known. She turns up in all
the biographies of Sheridan, and there is an excellent book
devoted to the Linley family, The Linleys of Bath by Clementina
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Black (1911), a new edition of which was issued only a few
years ago. Mary is also associated with the art of Gainsborough,
who painted a most exquisite full-length portrait of her and her
sister. This is in the Dulwich College Picture Gallery. I was
brought up near that neighbourhood and have known the
picture all my life. Who knows, perhaps the sight of it and others
like it, caught at an impressionable age, contributed towards
creating my interest in the eighteenth century.

Only after the essay was written did I discover that two of the
other musicians present, Cecilia Davies and M. Crosdall”,
have notices in D.N.B. We can put them together and compare
them, as confirmation of an irrefutable fact of life, that some
receive the ha’pence and others little but the kicks.

John Crosdill was probably born in 1751. He began his
musical career as a choirboy at Westminster Abbey. On
4/2/1768 he was elected a member of the Royal Society of
Musicians, while in 1769 his long association with the Three
Choirs Festivals began. In 1776 he became principal ’cello in
the Concert of Antient Music, and two years later was
appointed violinist at the Chapel Royal, a post he kept for the
remainder of his life. At the same time he also became a
member of the king’s private band. He was principal ’cellist at
the great Handel Festival in 1784. About 1790 he married “a
lady of fortune”, and was enabled to retire, although he played
in public so late as 1821, at the coronation of George IV. He
died in 1825.

Cecilia Davies (17507-1836) — but her real birth-date may
have been 1740, since one source records that her first public
appearance was at a concert in 1756. Her father was living in
1751 “opposite the Golden Leg in Long Acre”, but the family
made frequent summer trips to the Continent to fulfil musical
engagements. In Vienna she and her sister Marianne taught the
young Archduchesses, daughters of Maria Theresia, and she
also sang in Milan, Florence and Naples, being indeed the first
Englishwoman to sing on the Italian stage. She appeared in
London in 1773, and at the Three Choirs Festival at Hereford
in the following year, as well as at the Encaenia performance
mentioned in our essay; but in 1784/5 Lord Mount Edgcumbe
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found both sisters in Florence, poor and without work. D.N.B.
says that her first appearance in oratorio in England was at
Drury Lane in 1791, but this can be right only if Hercules is
considered an opera not an oratorio at all. By that date she must
have been well past her peak. Soon after, she ceased to appear
in public and fell into poverty, which she tried to relieve on one
occasion about 1817 by publishing a collection of songs by
various composers. She existed on a pension of £25 a year from
the National Benevolent Fund, with donations from the Royal
Society of Musicians. Bedridden for many years, she died at
last, “forgotten and deserted”, in Great Portland Street,
London, on 3/7/1836. Only two people attended her funeral.
D.N.B. mutters disapprovingly: ““She was a good actress, but
thoroughly italianized by her foreign education”. (ed.)

COLLATED CHARACTERS 2

Reeves, Thomas and John

Thomas Reeves, or “Doctor’’, makes his mark very early in the
Weston part of Woodforde’s diary, being called in on 4 June
1776, just eleven days after the diarist’s arrival at the parsonage,
to draw a tooth that had been giving trouble for some days. He
made rather a bad job of it, and the diarist’s words are indelibly
written on the reader’s memory: ““. . . he came and drew my
Tooth but shockingly bad indeed, he broke away a great piece of
my Gum & broke one of the Fangs of the Tooth it gave me
exquisite Pain all the Day after and my Face was swelled
prodigiously in the Evening & much Pain. Very bad in much
Pain the whole Day long — Gave the old Man that drew it
however 0.2.6. He is too old I think to draw Teeth, can’t see
very well . . .”

Thomas was then 64 and must also have been failing in his
veterinary work. In 1780 Woodforde was so dissatisfied with
his treatment of “My great Horse’’ (Jack), that he would not
employ Thomas again.*“ The D*. gave Ben a draught for him to
take, but the poor Horse was so ill on his return that we could not
give it him, and about 10 o’clock this morning died. Am very
sorry for him as he was so good natured a Beast . . . I could not
have thought he would have died so soon . . .”
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In March 1783 Thomas died, and his son John (Johnny) with
whom Woodforde was to have a long and more profitable
association as landlord of the Hart, not only supplied port and
rum to supplement the parsonage stocks, and simple domestic
remedies such as ‘“‘yellow Basilicum™” but maintained the
veterinary and “medical” sidelines, attending cows Patty and
Polly — which involved the rather drastic ““cure” for ““ Tail-shot”
and dealings with old blind Rodney, who figured in the final
parsonage sale as a ““useful horse”.

Johnny Reeves was in demand in his roles of dentist and
unqualified practitioner of smallpox inoculation. Unfortun-
ately we have no account of his inoculation technique: ““ Sher-
wood’s daughter and Cuppers Daughter that were inoculated
by Johnny Reeves a fortnight ago . . . are now seized with the
small Pox in the natural way . . . tho’ they were supposed to be
out of it by being inoculated.” (8/4/1791). Woodforde had,
however, trusted him to draw a tooth in 1785, although it turned
out to be ““a tremendous crash”.

Johnny Reeves seems to have given up the Hart between May
1799 and June 1800, when he is noted by Woodforde as being
at Ringland, but he still came over to Weston to treat the
parsonage livestock, when required. He and his wife had
numerous children, among them being the well-remembered
Tabitha Bithia, baptised by Woodforde in March 1785. Mrs.
Reeves is noted as taking Betty Dade to Dereham in her “little
cart” to visit Betty’s brother, the Master of the House of
Industry there.

“Mr. Reeve” attended the sale of Woodforde’s goods in 1803
and is recorded as having bought some domestic items, but does
not seem to have been interested in anything other than *“a pair
of steelyards™ — perhaps those used in 1799, when Woodforde
and Mr. Page Junior of Attlebridge did not agree about the
weight of a haystack — “Pro futuro — Cavete Venditores.”

“Poor Old Thomas Cushion” (Cushing)

The sparse entries for Tom Cushing, with never a comment or
an aside from Woodforde, indicate that apart from his activities
in “Pigg” killing, mole-catching, and hedging and ditching, his
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chief aim in life was to attend the Parson’s Christmas Dinners,
tottering home to his wife replete with roast beef and plum
pudding, and clutching J.W.’s shilling for his wife Mary. He
figured among the ancients who took part in the Beating of
Weston Parish bounds on 5 May 1780, receiving a present of
half a guinea for his efforts from Squire Custance. One can
assume that his regular performance of these tasks in the rustic
calendar brought him a scanty living until his death on 7
September 1787 at the age of 82. No doubt the “Piggs™ of
Weston Longville, so many of whose relatives he had bumped
off at a shilling a time, received the news with quiet satisfaction
and were given a brief respite until his successor took over.

Mary Cushing, 19 years younger than her husband, died a
month before him. Perhaps we may supply a smutch of poetry
as an epitaph for them both:

... he for a little tried
To live without her: liked it not, and died.”

William Mason of Sparham
Mason of Sparham came to my House with his 10 bells this

Afternoon and played before my Company and they were as well
pleased as Children on hearing them. (30/12/1778)

The first reference to Mason credits him with ““12 bells putin a
Machine of his own making” in 1776. The following year
Woodforde notes 10 bells. Later Mason acquired a ““Bell
Harp” — at one point referred to by Woodforde as “wire
Musick’™. On this occasion Mrs. Mason came with her hus-
band. He was generally entertained in the parsonage kitchen on
his visits, which occurred in December, mainly after Christmas.
On one occasion he is recorded as being the bearer of a message
from Woodforde to the Rev. Mr. Stoughton of Sparham. After
the early years, when his “tip”” was 1/-, he was usually given
1/6d. and on the occasion when his wife accompanied him, they
received 2/-.

William Aldridge of Norwich
One Mr Aldridge who carries about Cottons, Linnens, Muslins,

Lace, Holland &c. in a Cart and comes round regularly this way
once in ten Weeks, called at my House this morning —
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